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We Are Not Alone 
By Ruth M. Gibbs 
E ARE not forgotten when the 


darkness 
Hovers close above, and clouds hang 
low. 
God is here—the eye of faith can see 
Him; 


Is it not enough that He must know? 


May He find us singing in the night- 
time— 
Saints that whisper words He loves to 
hear, 
Held by fetters, pain, or bands of sorrow: 
“We are not alone; our Lord is near.” 


” 


Trusting the Leader 

In this life the necessity of making 
choices never ceases. When it is over, 
it will be too late. Every believer who 
goes on with God finds himself con- 
fronted repeatedly with new problems, 
in which he must answer the question, 
Shall I consult my own comfort and 


‘pleasure, or give Christ the pre-emi- 


nence and go a step further with Him? 
God did not force our wills in the mat- 
ter of salvation, and He does not do it 
in the Christian life, for He has made 
us free agents and He wants us to choose 
His will. Sir Edmund. Hillary, George 
Lowe, and Dr. Charles. Evans, three 
members of the Everest Team, lectured 
recently and showed magnificent colored 


pictures of the Conquest of Everest be- 
fore the Geographical Society of Phila- 
delphia. Each took his turn in describ- 
ing a stage of the long, hard trek from 
the flowery lowlands to the icy heights, 
and it was left to Sir Edmund to tell 
of the last hard climb which he and 
Tensing Norkey made to the summit, 
29,002 feet high. It was skillfully done, 
so that the audience came to feel that 
they were part of the expetlition, and 
felt that they, too, must breathe hard 
and strain their muscles for the final 
effort over the snowy slopes and black 
rocks. There was one particularly bad 
stretch, where even the two hardy 
climbers doubted whether they could 
make it. There was danger that the 
snow ridge might crumble or one of 
the snow cornices suddenly break loose 
and drop them thousands of feet to their 
death, and their oxygen supply was run- 
ning low. Finally Sir Edmund asked 
Tensing what he thought of it, and he 
said he thought the conditions were bad. 
Then Sir Edmund asked, “Shall we go 
on?” and Tensing, whom Sir Edmund 


When Only 


N THE Seventy-third Psalm, Asaph 
I tells how he almost lost his faith 

over the problem ofthe prosperity 
of the wicked, and then of how he de- 
feated his doubts. “My feet were almost 
gone”; he says, “my steps had well nigh 
slipped. For I was envious at the fool- 
ish, when I saw the prosperity of the 
wicked” (vs. 2, 3). Many others, too, 
have been troubled at seeing the wicked 
do wickedly and prosper while the right- 
eous seem to reap no reward for their 
integrity, and sometimes to suffer for it. 
They find themselves thinking: “How 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“For the Lord will not cast off 
for ever: but though he cause grief, 
yet will he have compassion ac- 
cording to the multitude of his 
mercies. For he doth not afflict 
willingly nor grieve the children 
of men” (Lam. 8:31-33). 


= 
= 




















described as an exceedingly courteous 
fellow, answered, “Just as you like.” 
Those were simple words, but really 
great words, like some others that have 
gone down in history, for they showed 
respect for and confidence in the leader, 
disregard for fatigue, discomfort, and 
short breath, and a willingness to go on 
to the goal even though it might mean 
death. Happily, the summit was soon 
reached, in the good providence of God, 
and later the climbers returned safely 
to their camp. If brave men can do 
such feats of daring and endurance for 
the sheer love of it, and to plant their 
countries’ flags on the highest known 
spot on earth, surely those of us who 
serve the King of kings ought to be 
glad to follow Him wherever He leads 
until the journey is done! We can only 
dimly imagine the sorrow we shall have 
if we give up before the end, or the joy 
that awaits us if we are steadfast, un- 
moveable until the end. Let us be ready 
to say to Him, as the now famous Sherpa 
mountaineer said to his leader, “Just as 
You like.” 


God Is Left 


doth God know? and ig there knowledge 
in the most High? Behold, these are 

the ungodly, who prosper. .. . Verily 

I have cleansed my heart in vain... 

for all the day long have I been plagued 
..” (vs, 11-14), 


But though he thought such thoughts, 
Asaph did not express them, out of con- 
sideration for others of God’s people. 
Instead of airing his doubts to men, he 
took them to God, and in His sanctuary 
took the long view, considering the lat- 
ter end of the wicked, and lost his 
doubts there (vs. 15-17). Quietly medi- 
tating in the sanctuary Asaph looks on 
to the time when all money, all success, 
all pleasure, al] attainments of men in 
this world would fail them, to the time 
when. men must leave all this world’s 
gain behind them, to the time when 
earth fails men and they have nothing 
left but God. In that hour the lot of 
the wicked is no more to be envied. In 
the hour when-only God is left to us, 
whether in a crisis hour in this life, or 
when we leave this earth forever, it is 
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the man. who has God for his portion 
who is to be envied, not he who has God 
for his enemy. The wicked sometimes 
may be at ease and may increase in 
riches, but such prosperity does not last. 
In contrast, that man is blessed who can 
say with Asaph: “Thou shalt guide me 
with thy counsel, and afterward receive 
me to glory. Whdém haye I in heaven 
but thee? and there is none upon earth 
that I desire beside thee. My flesh and 
my heart faileth: but God is the strength 
of my heart, and my portion for ever” 
(vs. 24-26). 

This contrast appears in Hebrews 13: 
5, 6, where people who were suffering 
for their faith in Christ, suffering loss 
of worldly prestige, wealth, and happi- 
ness are told, “Be content with such 
things as ye have: for he hath said, I 
will never leave thee, nor forsake thee 
. . -”. Note the striking contrast here 
between things and God. In a time of 
privation and suffering they are to be 
content with such things as they have 
because they have what is so much bet- 
ter than things, they have God, who is 
pledged not to forsake His own. Out 
of the tumult and destruction of the last 
war two aged German refugees emerged, 
saying this: “We have been torn out 
of our middle class lives and our mod- 
erate Christianity. We have lost every- 
thing. We have nothing left but God. 
And only so do we come to know that 
God is enough.” 

From these observations we can draw 
this conclusion first: All the world 
without God is not enough. A young 
Irishman, anxious to travel and to get 
ahead, went to London; and after some 
years he had traveled over the greater 
part of the world and had become owner 
and manager of his own drugstore busi- 
ness. His ambitions were being real- 
ized, but it was for them alone he lived, 
and he had fallen far from the godly 
upbringing of his boyhood. 

One afternoon, in Hyde Park, he heard 
an old man testifying at a Gospel meet- 
ing. The successful young Irishman was 
walking contemptuously away when he 
heard these words ring out from the old 
man’s lips, “What shall it profit a man, 
if he shall gain’ the whole world, and 
lose his own soul?” Those words trans- 
fixed the younger man. Men lose their 
souls by dropping God out of life and 
reckoning, and he had done just that 
for years. Now there rang in his ears 
that question, “What shall it profit a 
man .,.?” That very day he had been 
taking stock and balancing accounts. 
Now the Scripture pressing upon him 
demanded he take account of his own 
life and strike a balance. On the side 
of ambition, he had gained what he set 
out for, money, travel, and position. But 
on the moral and spiritual side, how 
wreat was the deficiency! He once 
scorned to lie, but in his business it was 
so frequent that it no longer disturbed 
him. Once he would have blushed and 
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turned away from an unclean story. 
Now he was as apt as the next man at 
telling them. Suddenly, as he recalled 
the godly home of his parents, the things 
he had lost seemed far greater in worth 
than the things he had gained. The final 
result of this heart-searching was his 
return to God and the transforming of 
his life by Jesus Christ. 

Not long afterward the Second World 


(Continued on page 200) 








Notes on Open Letters 


Treasure in Earthen Vessels 


May I express my hearty approval 
of the editoria] “Think Twice,” in your 
issue of November 21. I have been 
disturbed by the way in which the 
term “evangelism” has fallen into dis- 
favor among Christian people of my 
acquaintance, because of the cheapness 
and crudeness of some evangelists, and 
I have often thought, “Why cannot we 
have sane evangelists?” 

Recently we have had an evangelistic 
campaign in our pastorate. The 
speaker was of the loud, noisy type, 
and his levity, irreverence, and use 
of silly (not humorous) stories was 
so disgusting to some of our peo- 
ple, they either stayed away or went 
to the services only out of regard for 
our pastor. There was sometimes a 
sense of acting a part, in the tones of 
his voice and the expression of his 
face, which convinced me that he was 
not even sincere, which opinion is 
shared by others. But there were con- 
versions, and we cannot understand 
how. I have believed that “God giveth 
the increase,” and that a message must 
have the power of God’s Spirit work- 
ing in the heart of the speaker, in 
order to have spiritual] results. If the 
speaker is not sincere, and not in touch 
with God’s power, whence the con- 
versions?—A Canadian reader. 

The earth in some vessels which bear 
the Water of Life is much more obvious 
than in others. In fact, in some the 
clay seems hardly dry, and may give an 
earthy taste to the water! But other 
vessels have been much longer in the 
hands of the Potter, and have submitted 
more readily to His working, and have 
been burned again and again in the fires 
of affliction and trial, and then glazed 
over, until the original clay is lost sight 
of, so that the water which is poured 
from them is clean, pure, and crystal 
clear. 

One does wonder sometimes how God 
can use certain instruments, and why 
He does it, and a satisfactory answer can- 
not always be found. But when He does 
overrule buffoonery, showmanship, pride, 
the exaltation of self, cheap humor, and 
strange antics on the evangelistic plat- 
form, and souls are saved, then certainly 
this is evidence of His longsuffering, His 
marvelous grace, and the power of His 
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Word. But this does not mean that God 
approves of all that is done today to gain 
popularity and to attract crowds even 
to evangelistic meetings, and it is a 
tragedy when thoughtful, educated peo- 
ple are disgusted rather than made more 
hungry by the manner in which the Gos- 
pel of the grace of God is presented. It 
sometimes takes years § repair the harm 
that is done in this way, and sometimes 
it is never overcome. 


What the Canadian reader describes 
is certainly regrettable, and such an 
example ought to make every preacher 
and teacher of the Word more careful 
in the way he presents it. But it is not 
necessarily true that the speaker was 
not sincere, or was not in touch with 
God’s power, and it is to be hoped that 
his heart was more right with God than 
his voice and expression and gestures 
would lead his hearers to believe. 

When Paul wrote, “We have this treas- 
ure in earthen vessels, that the excel- 
lency of the power may be of God, and 
not of us” (2 Cor. 4:7), he surely did 
not intend to make light of sin, or ex- 
cuse human failings which can be over- 
come by self-discipline and the Spirit's 
power; but he meant rather to humble 
the messengers, and magnify the grace 
of God. Spring water taken from a dirty, 
battered tin cup which is used by scores 
of persons will quench thirst, but it 
tastes much better when it is drunk from 
a well-fashioned, clean, clear glass. 

Sir Robert Anderson in “The Gospel 
and Its Ministry” (out of print) has this 
penetrating comment on 2 Corinthians 
2:17: “For we are not as many, which 
corrupt the word of God: but as of sin- 
cerity, but as of God, in the sight of God 
speak we in Christ.” He writes: “Even 
in St. Paul’s day ‘the many’. were but 
hucksters of the Word of God, Their aim 
was to make their wares acceptable, to 
Secure a trade, as it were, and so they 
sought popularity and an apparent suc- 
cess by corrupting the Gospel] to make it 
attractive to their hearers. ‘As of sin- 

(Continued on page 189) 








A CORRECTION 
I have already received two com- 
ments asking why Dr. Fant did not 
use our full and correct title . . . would 
you care to at some time print a line 
concerning this correction?—Jaffray 

Peterson, superintendent. 

Mr. Peterson refers to Dr. David Fant’s 
story of the daily prayer meeting in 
New York City which began in 1857 
(S. S. Times, Jan. 30 and Feb. 6). Dr. 
Fant said that the meeting is held at 
noon. It is called the Fulton Street Noon 
Prayer Meeting, and is held at 93 Nassau 
St. at Fulton St.. New York 38. There 
is a “Gospel Service With Message,” 
from 12 noon to 1 p.m.; the “Power House 
Prayer Session” from 1 to 2 p.m.; and a 
Gideon prayer meeting every Tuesday 
at 8 a.m. 
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Ill. Seventh-Day Adventism and the Gospel of Grace 


Contrasts between legalism and 
justification by faith 


HAT do the Seventh-Day Ad- 
ventists teach concerning the 
way of salvation? The average 
reader of the article in Look (referred 
to in my first article) would be likely 
to conclude that their teaching is Scrip- 
turally sound. And that is exactly the 
impression which the ardent promoters 
of Adventism are striving to give to the 
uninformed. 

In some of the sensational advertis- 
ing prepared by “evangelists” of the 
sect, there are often such claims as the 
following: 

“Seventh-Day Adventists are just like 
all evangelicals.”"—“Seventh-Day Ad- 
ventists teach doctrines that are interde- 
nominational in character.”—“Seventh- 
Day Adventists emphasize but few 
doctrines not stressed by other Chris- 
tians.” 

In their spiritual blindness and pre- 
sumptuous sectarianism, the Seventh- 
Day Adventists are very sure of them- 
selves. Especially is this true in 
connection with the assumed genuine- 
ness and great importance of their “gos- 
pel.” Here are a few abridged excerpts, 
selected from authorized publications of 
the sect, which clearly reveal the over- 
weening attitude of representative ad- 
herents toward this matter: 

“There is one positive answer to the 
world’s despair, . . . and God has placed 
that positive answer in the hands of 
Seventh-Day Adventists” (Louis K. 
Dickson, the Advent Review and Sab- 
bath Herald, June 8, 1950). 

“The people of God are holding in 
their hands the bread of life for a fam- 
ishing world.” “The world is in need 
of the saving truth that God has en- 
trusted to His people. The world will 
perish unless it be given a knowledge 
of God through His chosen agencies.” 
(Mrs, E. G. White, “Testimonies for the 
Church,” Vol. V, p. 206; “Testimonies 
to Ministers and Gospel Workers,” p. 
459.) 


“Bread” That Is a Stone 


What is this “bread of life,” this “sav- 
ing truth,” without which, we are in- 
formed, “the world will perish”? To 
obtain a true answer, let us notice sev- 
eral concise examples of the supposed 
essential “truths” which constitute the 
Adventists’ formula for obtaining salva- 
tion. At the same time, let us analyze 
these characteristic tenets of the sect in 
the light of the true way of salvation— 
“... the gospel of Christ . . . the power 
of God unto salvation to every one that 
believeth .. .” (Rom. 1:16). 

S. D. A. Teaching No. 1: Conversion 
(or the new birth) does not save— 


This is the third article in a series of 
four by Mr. Jones, who is director 
of Guardians of the Faith (P. O. Box 
B, Traffic Station, Minneapolis 3). 
In the first two articles Mr. Jones 
discussed the historical background 
of Seventh-Day Adventism, and in 
the remaining two articles he con- 
trasts some of its legalistic teachings 
with God’s free offer of salvation as 
it is set forth in the Gospels and 
Epistles. 








“Those who accept the Saviour, however 
sincere their conversion, should never 
be taught to say or feel that they are 
saved. This is misleading” (Mrs. E. G. 
White, “Christ’s Object Lessons,” p. 155, 
edition of 1900). 

What the Gospel teaches concerning 
the positive and eternal results of “sin- 
cere conversion,” or the Spirit-wrought 
new birth: 

“But as many as received him [Christ], 
to them gave he power [or, the right] 
to become the sons of God, even to them 
that believe on his name: which were 
born, not of blood, nor of the will of 
the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of 
God” (John 1:12, 13; cf. John 3:6-8; 1 
John 5:9-13; Rom. 10:8-10). 

S. D. A. Teaching No. 2: Faith alone 
cannot save the soul.—“Let us not be 
deceived by the oft-repeated assertion, 
‘all you have to do [to be saved] is to 
believe {in Christ].’” “The desire for an 
easy religion [that-is, a way for one to 
be saved without works] . .. has made 
the doctrine of faith, and faith only, a 
popular doctrine; but . . . the testimony of 
the Word of God is against this ensnar- 
ing doctrine .. .” (Mrs. E. G. White, the 
Advent Review and Sabbath Herald, 
June 11, 1901; “The Great Controversy 
Between Christ and Satan,” p. 472, edi- 
tion of 1911). 

What the Gospel teaches regarding the 
redeeming power of simple faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour: 

“For God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that who- 
soever believeth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life.” “I [Christ] 
am the door: by me if any man enter 
in, he shall be saved, and shall go in 
and out, and find pasture’’ (John 3:16; 
10:9; cf. Jehn 5:24; Acts 16:31; 2 Tim. 
1:8, 9). 

S. D. A, Teaching No. 3: Christians 
must prove themselves worthy of eternal 
life—“We [or, professed believers in 
Christ] are placed here on probation to 
see if we will prove worthy of eternal 
life.” “If we gai: eternal life, we must 
work, and work earnestly” (Mrs, E. G. 
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White, “Testimonies for the Church,” 
Vol. I, p. 199; the Advent Review and 
Sabbath Herald, June 11, 1901). 

The teaching of the Gospel concerning 
the worthlessness of supposed human 
merit in man’s endeavors to gain eternal 
life by good works: 

“Not by works of righteousness which 
we have done, but according to his mercy 
he saved us, by the washing of regen- 
eration, and renewing of the Holy 
Ghost” (Titus 3:5; cf. John 10:1; Rom. 
3: 10-12; 7: 18-25; 4:1-5). 

S. D. A. Teaching No, 4: Keeping the 
Law is essential to salvation.—“The law 
of God, being a revelation of His will, 
a transcript of His character, must for- 
ever endure. ... Not one command has 
been annulled.” “The condition of eter- 
nal life is now just what it always has 
been— ... perfect obedience to the law 
of God” (Mrs. E. G. White, “The Great 
Controversy Between Christ and Satan,” 
p. 434, edition of 1911; “Steps to Christ,” 
p. 67, edition of 1908). 

What the Gospel teaches concerning the 
status of the Law in the present dis- 
pensation of grace, and the Christian 
believer’s release from obedience to the 
Law as a means of obtaining salvation: 

“For as many as are of the works of 
the law are under the curse: for it is 
written, Cursed is every one that con- 
tinueth not in all things which are writ- 
ten in the book of the law to do them. 
But that no man is justified by the law 
in the sight of God, it is evident: for, 
The just shall live by faith” (Gal. 3:10, 
11; ef. Rom, 10:4; Gal. 3:13-25; Rom. 3: 
19-28; Gal 2:16; Eph. 2:8, 9). 


The Christian and the Law 

S.D.A. Teaching No.5: Keeping the sev- 
enth-day Sabbath is vital to a Christian's 
relationship with God.—“The Sabbath of 
the commandment—the seventh day of 
the week, . . . should be observed by all 
Christians .. .” “The Sabbath is a sign of 
the relationship existing between God 
and His people [that is, professing Chris- 
tians], a sign that they honor His law. 
It distinguishes between His loyal sub- 
jects and transgressors” (“Seventh-Day 
Adventists Believe,” an officially pub- 
lished tract, p. 1; Mrs. E, G. White, “Tes- 
timonies for the Church,” Vol. VI, p. 
350). 

What the Gospel teaches regarding 
Christ’s abolishment, on the cross, of the 
Sabbath commandment, and the saved- 
by-grace believer’s liberation from that 
yoke of bondage: 

“The bond for, the law], with its re- 
quirements, which was in force against 
us and was hostile to us, He cancelled, 
and cleared it out of the way,'nailing it 
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to His cross, . . . Suffer no one therefore 
to sit in judgement on you as to eating 
or drinking or with regard to a festival, 
a new moon or a sabbath; which were 
a shadow of things that were soon to 
come, but the substance [the real thing] 
belongs to [or, is] Christ” (Col. 2:14, 
16, 17, Weymouth; cf. 2 Cor. 3:5-14, A.S.V.; 
Gal. 4:1-11; Rom, 14:1-12). 





The “gospel” of Seventh-Day Advent- 
ism, as we have seen, teaches that faith 
in Christ cannot alone save one; that 
Obedience to the Law in addition to 
faith is essential to salvation; and that 
the keeping of the seventh day of the 
week, the Jewish Sabbath, is required 
of all those who desire to have fellow- 
ship with God. These so-called “truths” 
constitute a very important part of the 
Adventists’ way of salvation; yet, in 
reality, that “way” is nothing more than 
first-century Galatianism cloaked in 
twentieth-century guise. 

Still further proof of Adventism’s 
grace-plus-works “gospel,” is readily to 
be discerned in the following statements 
made by a leading Seventh-Day Advent- 
ist educator: 

“We believe in justification by faith 
in Christ, but on the condition of our 
keeping the moral law. . .. The one 
great object of the gospel is to bring 
man back to the obedience of the law” 
(T, M. French, quoted in “Legalism and 
the Seventh-Day Question,” by C. E. 
Putnam; pp. 5, 6, 10). 

Such teaching, of course, has but one 
purpose, that is, to lead, if possible, the 
uninstructed into the fatal error of trust- 
ing in Law-keeping (or, more explicitly, 
of trusting in Sabbath-keeping) as a 
means of obtaining salvation. But one’s 
professed keeping of the Sabbath as a 
way to be saved, or as an evidence of 
one’s possession of salvation, is indis- 
putably placing oneself under the Law, 
because the Sabbath was an integral part 
of the Sinaitic code. And all who in any 
degree rely for salvation upon their obe- 
dience to the Law, are, as declared in 
the Word of God, “under the curse” 
(Gal. 3:10). 

The late Rev. D. M. Canright, whom we 
have previously quoted—a valiant serv- 
ant of God who, after having for many 
years been bound by the legalism of the 
Adventists, was gloriously delivered—has 
lucidly commented upon this solemn 
truth, as follows: 

“The ‘law of God’ is not simply the 
decalogue, but the whole ‘law of Moses.’ 
(See, for example, Neh, 8:1-18.) ... 
No Seventh-Day Adventist, therefore, 
keeps ‘the law,’ . . . for, if he did, he 
would offer sacrifices, be circumcised, 
and live exactly as did the children of 
Israel, who were under the law. So all 
the talk by the Adventist about keeping 
‘the law,’ amounts to nothing, for none 
of them keep it. Moreover, in their at- 
tempt to keep a part of the law, they 
thereby bring themselves under. obliga- 
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tion to keep ‘the whole law,’ as Paul 
argues in Galatians 5:3. But since Sev- 
enth-Day Adventists do not keep the 
whole law, they, by constantly violating 
one part while attempting to keep an- 


other, bring upon themselves ‘the curse’ ; 


of the law. ... 

“They profess to keep the Sabbath be- 
cause they believe the law says they 
should keep it, and they thereby be- 
come ‘debtors to do the whole law’ (Gal. 
5:3). But they neglect many other things 
commanded in the same law, and So are 
under the curse of the law” (D. M. Can- 
right, “Seventh-Day Adventism  Re- 
nounced,” pp. 316, 317; adapted). 





The Law was given at Sinai, and, until 
Calvary, was relentlessly kept in force. 





But, as a means of righteousness, that 
Law, in its entirety, terminated when the 
Lord Jesus Christ suffered, bled, and 
died on the cross (John 19:16-30; Rom, 
10:4; 2 Cor. 3:5-14; Col. 2:14-17). 

In their blind and vain attempt to be 
justified by the Law, Seventh-Day Ad- 
ventists make the sacrifice of Christ of 
no effect (Gal. 5:4). They frustrate the 
grace of God. This is a solemn charge, 
yet, except there be humble repentance, 
and a glad and unreserved acceptance 
of the sovereign-grace-plus-nothing sal- 
vation which is so freely provided in the 
true Gospel, the ultimate end will be 
tragic beyond words! (See Heb. 10: 28-31; 
ef, 2 Cor. 6:1, 2;\Heb. 2:1-3.) 

(To be continued) 


An Interview With David Ben Gurion 


When a group of Christian scholars and educators visited Israel's former premier 


AST summer, a group of thirty-eight 

Christian scholars and educators 
known as the “Flying Seminar,” spon- 
sored by the Winona Lake School of 
Theology, was visiting the thriving sea- 
port city of Haifa, Israel, with its popu- 
lation of some two hundred and fifty 
thousand. It was the good fortune of 
one of the group to meet the wife of 
the man who then was the Prime Min- 
ister of Israel. After a very interesting 
conversation with Mrs. Ben Gurion, 
whose first name is Paula, this member 
of the Flying Seminar was invited to 
have tea with her and her friend, the 
wife of the hotel manager. There the 
member of the Seminar had ‘the priv- 
ilege of witnessing to these two Jewesses 
concerning his faith in the Messiah, his 
Saviour. Because of this contact, Mrs. 
Ben Gurion arranged for a meeting with 
her husband the Prime Minister and the 
whole party of the Flying Seminar for 
9 o’clock the next evening. 

It was a warm evening in August as 
the members of the party gathered in 
a spirit of expectancy in the lobby on 
the second floor of the Harcarmel Hotel 
for the anticipated interview. Jewish 
security police carefully guarded the 
hotel and the lobby. Then promptly at 
the appointed time the Prime Minister 
and his wife made their appearance. 

Mr. Ben Gurion, who has since retired, 
was the Premier of the new State of 
Israel since 1948. During the last five 
years, Israel has faced many crises, in- 
cluding the Palestine War, in which, at 
its very beginning, the new country 
fought the Arab countries that opposed 
the creation of the Jewish state. In 
this fighting, Israel successfully defended 
its right to exist. 

About forty years ago Ben Gurion 
realized that there would be a new state 
in Palestine, and made up his mind to 
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become one of its leaders. After forty 
years of toil; hardship, and discourage- 
ment, and even imprisonment and exile, 
he had come to the realization of his 
dream. 

Mr. Ben Gurion is an impressive per- 
sonality. He is of stocky, medium build 
and has a light complexion. The author 
of several books, the Prime Minister has 
a high forehead and a great shock of 
white, rather unruly hair, reminding one 
of a musician. The evening was warm, 
and the Prime Minister appeared dressed 
in slacks and a sport shirt. He radiated 
goodwill, as he asked in cultured Eng- 
lish, “Well, what can I do for you?” 

The leader of our party brought. greet- 
ings and called attention to the fact that 
the group before him represented a cross 
section of the Christian people of Amer- 
ica who were interested in studying 
Bible lands, and especially the new State 
of Israel. 

After brief opening remarks concern- 
ing the new State of Israel; the Prime 
Minister said: 

Our enemies say we are intruders. 
In one way we are. But in another 
way we are not. It all began with 
Abraham when God told him to leave 
Mesopotamia and come to this land... . 

We were scattered throughout the 
world. I was born in Russia, but I 
did not consider that country to be 
my home. I did not know the names 
of the rivers and boundaries of that 
country, but long before I came to 
Palestine I knew all about her rivers 
and mountain ranges, We are told in 
our Bible that this land belongs to 
us. We made everything here that 
we’are using. 

In 1947, the decision was made to 
divide this land. We accepted the de- 
cision, although many vital parts were 
given to the Arabs. 

On May 14, 1947, the Arabs left. We 
declared our independence. That day 
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this country was invaded by five Arab 
armies. 

At the head of the invasion was the 
Grand Mufti, who had collaborated 
with Hitler to exterminate the Jews. 

Seventy-five thousand British troops 


could not maintain order. Then the 

Arabs began to flee from the country, 

beginning in December. The British 

General said, “Fight it out. I will 

stand aside.” 

The Arabs were defeated in Haifa 
and also in Tiberius, Safed, and Jaffa. 
Now we were fighting six Arab armies. 
They were defeated for two reasons 
—(1) our people knew why they were 
fighting; (2) our people were fighting 
for an ideal as old as ‘Abraham, 

The war lasted from May 15, 1947, 
to January, 1948. Not one nation lifted 
a hand to defend Israel. When Jeru- 
salem was besieged and all the Jewish 
synagogues were in ruins, no one 
helped. Then we said, “The decisions 
of the United Nations do not exist, 
morally.” 

Thinking of the over 800,000 Arabs 
who lost their homes and property in 
the mass exodus from the territory of 
Israel, one of the members of our party 
asked, “What about the Arabs who left 
their homes and shops, and are now liv- 
ing in refugee camps. Will you ever 
fallow them to come back?” 

To this question the Prime Minister 
answered: “No, we eannot. They have 
proved themselves to be traitors. Under 
no circumstance can we allow them to 
come back.” Then he continued: “Peo- 
ple do not say anything about the Jews 
who had to leave their property in Syria 
and Iraq. Three years ago all Jews had 
to leave those countries, after having 
been there for over two thousand years.” 

The next question was, “What do you 
think is the best solution of the Arab 
refugee problem?” 

To this the Prime Minister responded, 
“Sy?ia, Iraq, and Iran are underpopu- 
lated. The Arab refugees should be 
settled in those countries. .. , But the 
enemies of Israel will keep them in their 
present miserable state for political pur- 
poses.” Ben Gurion went on to remind 
us: “When Christianity prevailed in the 
Roman Empire, special laws were passed 
against the Jews. Later, the Jews were 
expelled from Spain, in 1492, by the In- 
quisition. Jewish disabilities in Europe 
have not all been removed. Millions 
of Jews lost their lives under the Hitler 
regime.” , 

The Prime Minister’s favorite language 
is Greek. He said: “I have just read 
through your New Testament in the 
original. Jesus was a Jew. He said, T 
came not to abolish [the law], but to 
fulfil.’” . 

The next question was: “How do you 


account for the difference in the pros- 
perity of the Arabs and the Jews? It 
seems that the Jewish communities are 
so much more prosperous than the Arab 
communities.” 

The Premier’s answer to this was: “As 
a@ young man I was living in a small 
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village near Nazareth. There was a big 
difference between the Jewish. and the 
non-Jewish community from the stand- 
point of prosperity. We educated our 
children. In every Jewish community 
there was a schoolhouse and a doctor. 
We are combining the Bible and modern 
science,” 

Just a few days before our party 
arrived in Israel, the foreign department 
of the Government of Israel was trans- 
ferred from the city of Tel Aviv to Jeru- 
salem (the new city of Jerusalem held 
by*the Jews). It was feared by some 
that the Arab world would react vigor- 
ously against this action on the part of 
Israel. So the next question was, “What 
do you think will be the effect of the 
recent transfer of the capital of Israel 
from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem [new}]?” 

The answer of Mr. Ben Gurion was: 
“The capital was transferred to Jeru- 
salem from Hebron by David. The Gov- 
ernment was transferred to Jerusalem 
three years ago, except for the foreign 
office. Tel Aviv was more of a show 
place, so we kept the foreign office there 
for a while longer till we could get 
adequate quarters for the foreign office 
in Jerusalem. The proper facilities have 
now been provided so that the transfer 
was completed last week. Whgn Secre- 
tary Dulles came to see me, he saw me 
at Jerusalem. That is the only place 
that I would see him in Israel. Of 
course if he would want to see me out- 
side of Israel, I would meet him any- 
where. But if I would come to the 
United States to see Mr. Dulles, I would 
be expected to meet him in Washington. 
Just so, when Mr. Dulles came to see 
me, the meeting place had to be in Jeru- 
salem.” 

Someone then asked, “What is the hope 
of Israel?” 


The Prime Minister answered: “The 


‘Old Testament gave the Jew his hope. 


The beginning of our nation was a cove- 
nant given by God, giving this country 
to us.” 

One of the things that impressed our 
party was the number of huge oil re- 
fineries, with their tremendous tanks, 
standing idle because the Arabs refuse 
to deliver oil to the port of Haifa as 
in years past. One of the members of 
the party asked what the chances were 
of putting the refineries back to work. 

Ben Gurion responded, saying: “Amer- 
ican technicians are now drilling for oil 
and say there are good possibilities of 
finding it. Iron and copper are spoken 
of in the Bible as being in the land of 
Palestine.” 

The next question was, “What about 
freedom of religion?” 

The Premier said: “One of the prin- 
ciples guaranteed by our constitution-is 
freedom. of conscience. There is com- 
plete freedom of religion.” 

Another question was: “What would 
happen if the Moslem world would rise 
against the Jews?” 

To this Ben Gurion responded: “There 
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is no such thing as the Moslem world, 
neither is there a Christian world. You 
cannot put Turkey in one basket with 
Egypt. The Arab League and the Mos- 
lem world will not line up together.” 

The next question had to do with the 
Messiah. The question was, “What per- 
centage of your people say that Messiah 
will come?” 

The answer was: “Israel can be di- 
vided up into three classes—orthodox, 
unorthodox, and others in between. The 
ultraorthodox may even deny the State. 
Other orthodox Jews accept the State. 
To be a practicing Jew, you must keep 
the 613 commandments. A large num- 
ber accept the Jewish faith, but do not 
practice it,” 

Asked about the Jewish Messianic be- 
lief, the Prime Minister answered: “The 
Jewish Messianic belief is that the 
knowledge and righteousness of God will 
cover the earth as the waters cover the 
sea. In that time there will be the re- 
demption of the entire humanity and the 
reign of justice. Messiah is thought to 
be a person who will come: riding on 
an ass.” 

This has been a factual report of the 
one-and-a-half-hour conference, giving 
the questions and answers as best they 
can be reproduced from the notes taken 
by the writer upon that occasion. Cer- 
tainly, in the light of Bible prophecy, 
the answers of this great leader to the 
questions asked are very significant. 

As this report is brought to a close, 
it seems fitting to quote from the words 
of the correspondent who gave the news 
of the Premier’s retirement last Decem- 
ber as follows: 

“Now, like the Jewish prophets of old 
who went into the wilderness to medi- 
tate, the retired Premier is looking for- 
ward to his simple new home at a co- 
operative settlement in Israel’s southern 
Negev Desert. He will live with his 
wife, Paula, in a nearly bare four-room 
house, write a book on his experiences, 
and help other settlers in their agricul- 
tural work.” 


CHATTANOOGA, TENN, 
we 


Treasure in Earthen Vessels 
(Continued from second page) 


cerity, as of God, in the sight of God,’ 
says the apostle in contrast with all this, 
‘we speak in Christ.’ St, Paul’s gospel 
would have created a church in the midst 
of a hostile world. The gospel of ‘the 
many’ has constituted the world itself 
the church; and the fable of our child- 
hood finds a strange fulfilment here, 
though indeed the metamorphosis is so 
complete that we are at a loss to dis- 
tinguish either wolf or sheep remaining.” 

While Sir Robert was arguing pri- 
marily against the corruption of the 
Gospel message itself, yet his strong 
words have a warning to all who preach 
it today. - 
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‘Oriental Sunday School Unions 
How they began and their present condition 


HAT proved to be one of the 

greatest gatherings of foreign mis- 
sionaries in modern times, took place 
in 1907, when more than one thousand 
’ missionaries of all denominations met 
to commemorate the one hundredth 
anniversary of the arrival of Robert 
Morrison in China. China’s unreached 
millions challenged this conference, and 
one of the results was the formation of 
the China Sunday School Union, through 
the election of a general committee. 
This committee called Mr. Elwood G. 
Tewksbury to become general secretary, 
and the China Sunday School Union 
issued its first Sunday school lessons 
in 1910. 

From the very first, certain guiding 
principles characterized the Oriental 
Sunday School Union movement, and 
these have been maintained for the past 
forty-three years. In doctrine, the 
C.S.S.U. was committed to the conserva- 
tive position, and the committee refused 
to allow critical or destructive comment 
in its lessons. All materials were inter- 
denominational in character, reached 
through what Mr. Tewksbury called the 
“common zone” policy, i.e., that body of 
doctrine which is the common denom- 
inator of the historic creeds and stand- 
ards or declarations of the denomina- 
tions. Thirty-six members representing 
the Sunday school and Bible study in- 
terests of various missions made up the 
comtnittee. (The work supported a Chi- 
nese staff, but the general secretary and 
other missionary personnel have been 
loaned and supported by their own mis- 
sion. societies. Such personnel came 
from many different missions, both de- 
nominational and faith.) 

From the beginning C.S.S.U. issued 
materjal quarterly, similar to that issued 
in America and England, being written 
in Chinese from outlines of the Inter- 
national Uniform Lessons. The C.S.S.U. 
was gifted in its first general secretary, 
in that Mr. Tewksbury was outstanding 
as a teacher and organizer. His ability 
to employ Chinese teaching techniques 
enabled him to tailor foreign outline 
material to fit actual Chinese situa- 
tions. Special leaflets for the illiter- 
ate were issued along with material 
for children in public schools. This 
material was uniquely fitted to the needs 
of children in cities as well as children 
of rural areas, where perhaps the only 
contact with the outside world had been 
the sight of, but not the use of, a pre- 
cious kerosene lamp! 

The issue of Liberalism vs. Conserva- 
tism came to the front in China in 1922, 
resulting in the formation of the National 
Christian Council. By 1929, most con- 
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servative missions had separated from 
this new organization. In 1929, the 
World Sunday School Association, which 
had been supporting the C.S.S.U. and its 
general secretary, issued its ultimatum, 
“Liberalize the curriculum or be drop- 
ped.” 

Rising to the challenge, the general 
committee made its histcric decision. 
“The doctrinal position of the C.S.S.U. 
is a closed question and nondebatable.” 
Thereupon the World Sunday School: As- 
sociation dropped the C.S.S.U. from its 
budget. In addition to this financial 
problem, the C.S.S.U. now faced a rival 
organization which had unlimited funds, 
set up to carry out the Liberal policies 
dictated by the World Sunday School 
Association. Added to these burdens 
was the death of the Rev. Pan, the senior 
editor of C.S.S.U. teachers’ manuals, who 
had been Mr. Tewksbury’s right hand 
man. Despite these overwhelming odds, 
demands for C.S.S.U. material continued, 
with the C.S.S.U. supplying all the prov- 
inces of China and Manchuria. 

This testing had been all in the plan 
of God, preparing the C.S.S.U. staff for 
greater trials ahead. In 1937, war with 
Japan began, and regular mail service 
became a thing of the past, greatly ham- 
pering circulation of lessons, Mr. Tewks- 
bury was already past retirement age 
when “Pearl Harbor” curtailed his serv- 
ice. In the months before this aged 
saint entered a concentration camp, all 
missionary members of the C.S.S.U. com- 
mittees withdrew and were replaced by 
Chinese. Being now a Chinese organiza- 
tion, it functioned throughout the Pacific 
war, and had a skeleton staff when the 
war ended. Mr. Tewksbury was spared 
the further burden of rehabilitating the 
work by being called Home a few weeks 
after release from internment. 

Postwar demands for materials far 
exceeded the ability of the small staff, 
so the Chinese committee invited the 
Rev. and Mrs. James N. Montgomery of 
the Presbyterian U. S. Mission and the 
Rev. and Mrs. Edwin W. Fisch of The 
Evangelical Alliance Mission to join the 
staff. 

Mr. and Mrs. Montgomery soon had 
the International Uniform Lesson treat- 
ments approaching prewar quality and 
variety, and circulation climbed. Mr. 
and Mrs. Fisch began work on a new 
style of nondated lessons used for starting 
new Sunday school work, and also un- 
dertook the translation of the Gospel 
Light Lessons. 

During 1947-48, work expanded rap- 
idly, only to see the rising of Commu- 
nist pressure threatening the whole pro- 
gram. Mr. ahd Mrs. Montgomery were 
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sent to Formosa to open a branch office, ' 
to keep the work alive when Shanghai 
fell. At the same time, Mr. and Mrs. 
Fisch remained on to keep work going 
as long as possible. The first year, 1950, 
under Communism proved to be an un- 
precedented opportunity, the greatest 
challenge in forty years of Union his- 
tory. Most of the literature issued then 
is still to be found in homes throughout 
China. However, by 1951, Communist 
pressure forced Mr. and Mrs. Fisch to 
leave China proper, thus leaving the 
C.S:S.U. again entirely in Chinese hands, 

Under Mr. and ‘Mrs. Mofitgomery, the 
Formosan ffice grew and a_ second 
branch office was opened in Hong Kong 
to care for the many overseas Chinese 
churches throughout southeast Asia. In 
the meantime, after leaving China, Mr. 
and Mrs. Fisch went on to Japan to start 
a similar work. 

Challenged by the tremendous open 
door for work among children in Japan, 
former China missionaries, who knew 
and loved the old C.S.S.U., promoted this 
work, and, by autumn of 1951, a stand- 
ing committee was formed. On Novem- 
ber 20 of that year, the Japan Sunday 
School Union came into existence, built 
on the same principles as the China Sun- 
day School Union. A general committee 
was chosen from conservative missions 
in Japan, with Mr. Don Hunter, an out- 
standing evangelical, chosen as chair- 
man of the executive committee, and 
Mr. E. W. Fisch, general secretary. 

As in other offices, the aim of this 
new organization was (1) to unite ef- 
forts in publishing Sunday school litera- 
ture; (2) by concentrating activities to 
one organization, to reduce costs; (3) to 
build up a trained Japanese staff; (4) 
to prepare teacher training materials; 
and (5) to foster Sunday school rallies 
and conferences. In addition it is (6) 
seeking to direct the attention of the 
church to the need and opportunity of 
children’s work; (7) to encourage the 
opening up of new Sunday schools and 
related activities; and (8) to bring to 
the Japanese the best in teaching tech- 
nique adapted to Japanese backgrounds. 

The first modest office of the J.S.S.U. 
opened in January, 1952, and lessons 
began to appear regularly later in the 
year. The “Neighborhood Series” of 
loosely graded lessons, having already 
a wide circulation in China, were easily 
adapted to Japanese background. These 
are intended for new Sunday schools 
and new teachers, for use where Sunday 
School classes are large, The Gospel 
Light closely graded lessons make up 
the second series. Being Bible cen- 
tered, these American lessons are well 
suited for translation. In addition, the 
JS.S.U. supplies many children of 
American service personnel, stationed 
in Japan, as well as missionary children, 
with conservative Sunday school lessons. 

Materials issued by all the Unions are 
low in cost. In Japan a Sunday school 
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can operate for as little as one-sixth of 
a cent per child per Sunday! Use of 
J.S.S.U. lesson materials reached a cir- 
culation of 65,000 within the first year, 
and sixty-six mission societies in all 
parts of Japan and Okinawa ‘are using 
them. Again in Japan, as in other Far 
Eastern areas, God has used the Union 
to meet the need. 

The Japan Sunday School Union has 
one slogan, “Advance.” With less than 
one per cent of Japan’s 25,000,000 chil- 
dren in Sunday school, there is a tre- 
mendous need. Plans for the immediate 
future call for issuing forty new books 
and 156 different leaflets, exclusive of 
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reprints. In addition, the J.S.S.U.. is 
looking to the Lord to make possible a 
new building, to be located one block 
from one of the main train, bus, streetcar, 
and subway terminals of Tokyo. 

The’ next expansion- will be toward 
Korea, and it is hoped that next year 
will see that fifth link in the Oriental 
Sunday school chain established. So 
through war, and peace, in season and 
out of season, the various Sunday school 
unions and associations carry on the 
important task of providing proper 
teaching tools to Oriental Sunday school 
teachers. 

SHIZUOKA SHI, JAPAN. 


When Tempted To Be Discouraged 


Glimpses of God’s working in hearts when the Enemy would 
tell the Sunday school teacher that her work is a failure 


TF ONE has the tendency to become 
discouraged when service for Christ 
is not bringing the desired results, a 
good plan is to jot down some of the 
unusual and satisfying things that have 
occurred, the encouraging results that 
one likes to hug to one’s heart. This 
is not to be done in a spirit of com- 
placency, but only to cheer one when 
the going seems to be rough, when the 
Devourer is particularly rampant. 

A few illustrations may make it easy 
to see how a teacher may be comforted 
when Satan is whispering that one is 
pretty much of a failure and the best 
thing to do is to turn over a class or 
the children’s work to others more suited 
for these activities. 

In Sunday school, one Sunday morn- 
ing, a message explaining the plan of 
salvation had been given to the children. 
Then an invitation to accept the Lord 
at that time was extended to those who 
were unsaved. A large group responded. 
When the children arose to signify their 
desire to take Christ as their Saviour 
and Lord, one boy hesitated, and asked 
if he might stay and talk the matter 
over after the others in the group had 
been dismissed. Looking into his eyes, I 
knew he was in earnest when he said, 
“IT don’t really understand, yet, about 
this matter of salvation.” 

After the class had gone, we talked, 
taking plenty of time, until at last it 
was clear to him just what is included 
in the word “salvation.” Then he gladly 
accepted the Lord, saying, “I remember 
that you said that when we become 
Christians all sins are blotted out; our 
page is white and clean now. My! I 
sure would have hated to have you see 
my page before I became a Christian. 
The list of my sins was this long,” and 
he stretched his arms far apart. 

“Now,” I added, “God says every sin 
is in the depths of the sea; as far as the 
east is from the west; and no one knows 
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how far that is.” As I finished speaking, 
I noted that his eyes were shining. 

The interview over, he started down 
the stairs, I watching him; and when 
half way down, he turned with radiant 
face to say, “I sure am glad that page 
is white.” The sun shone brighter the 
rest of that day, and all discouragement 
was gone. Is not our Lord kind? He 
sends along something to cheer us just 
when we need encouragement. 

One nine-year-old girl. slept late that 
morning, and so missed Sunday school, 
but was at church later. After the serv- 
ice, I asked her if she, too, would like to 
accept the Lord, and loved her reply— 
Simply the words, “of course,” but with 
an inflection which meant, “I should 
think you would know that without ask- 
ing,” and again I was cheered. 

In an adult Bible class, I had won- 
dered about one of the members who 
never had much to say. Sometimes this 
happens after years of teaching the same 
class, and the teacher wonders if cer- 
tain members really are making spir- 
itual progress. But one Sunday, when 
I asked for requests for prayer before 
the lesson, my heart was strangely stir- 
red when the silent member suddenly 
burst out, “I wish you would pray for 
me. I don’t seem to be making the 
progress in the Christian life that I ought 
to be making.” 

How easy it is to misjudge! I thought 
this member was indifferent, and yet, 
“more holiness give me,” was the prayer 
of this hungry heart. And so, on an- 
other day, the sun shone brighter. 

Besides the superintendency of the 
Sunday school and my Sunday morning 
Bible class, I also had a week night Bible 
class in one of the homes, a class com- 
posed of young Christians, those who 


had only been saved a year—perhaps’ 


less, ranging in age from junior high 
school. to grandmothers. 
When asked what Book they wanted 
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to study, someone mentioned Ephesians, 
and I, remembering that they were only 
babes in Christ, told them that, Ephesians 
is one of the most profound books in 
the Bible; whereupon one member spoke 
up, saying, “That’s what we want; we 
want something hard. We can work out 
the easy books ourselves.” And so we 
studied Ephesians, Hebrews, and other 
books rich in blessing to us all. Their 
enthusiasm did net abate one whit, even 
when we went deeply into passages dif- 
ficult for young Christians to understand. 
One of the most satisfying sights to be 
seen was this group poring over the 
Word, as I endeavored to bring out the 
most important truths in the chapter 
being studied. 

Later it was suggested that the mem- 
bers of the class choose year verses to 
be their special verses during the next 
twelve months. That was a new thought. 
The next week I hesitatingly asked if 
anyone had chosen a verse, expecting 
one or two might have remembered, 
and was delightfully surprised to learn 
that every member had chosen a verse 
to comfort or to guide during the year, 
all wanting to tell what verses they had 
chosen. One could easily imagine what 
joy we had as those thirty nuggets were 
picked from the gold mine of God’s 
Word. Each week there are new de- 
lights in a class as co-operative as this 
one. 

When it was suggested that this same 
class read the Bible through during the 
year, all thirty members promised to do 
so. Later one of the members said, “I 
certainly thank you for suggesting that 
we read the Bible through, for it had 
never occurred to me that it could be 
done.” Another one added, “I had al- 
ways supposed the Old Testament was 
too dull to read.” 

The following year some members of 
the Monday night Bible class/went away 
to Bible school. One of them wrote 
back, “The study of the Bible has been 
much easier because of the Monday night 
Bible class, and the fact that I read the 
Bible through last year has made the 
work less difficult.” 

Then, at this particular time, a friend 
of mine wrote to know if we would like 
to have her lend us twenty or thirty 
books on spiritual themes, the majority 
of them written by missionaries con- 
cerning their work. With delight we 
assured her that we would like as many 
as she could send, since her suggestion 
fitted perfectly into our program. (How 
fine it is when a Christian wants her 
library to be busy for the Lord!) The 
enthusiasm of the class was all that I 
expected, some of the members actually 
foregoing necessary sleep to read the 
accounts of the missionaries’ activities 
for Christ—work accomplished with 
dangers on all sides. Some of the mem- 
bers, employed in shops and stores all 
day, used the noon hour for reading, 
munching sandwiches as they read. The 
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youngest member of the class asked, 
“May I take one of the -books, even if 
it requires three or four months to read 
it? Life is-so full with art and music 
and child evangelism, besides school, that 
there isn’t much time left for reading.” 


These are events covering only a 
couple of years, and perhaps it is just 
as well that we are unable to recall 
more than a few of the encouraging 
things that have happened along the way 
through a lifetime of service to our Lord. 
We might become satisfied, and decide 
to slow down a bit, but remembering 
a few reminds us that God is on our 
side, and with His infinite wisdom 
directing and leading, we cannot fail. 


LevucapiA, CALIF. 
we 


Following the Inside Passage 
to Alaska 


HIS year’s Christian Fellowship Tour 

will give Times readers a fine oppor- 
tunity to view some of the scenic won- 
ders of the West and Southeastern 
Alaska. 

In 1949 the SS. Chilcotin, just two 
years after its christening, was found 
to be ideally suited to the needs of such 
a tour. The Chilcotin is 252 feet long, 
*streamlined and completely air condi- 
tioned, and accommodates comfortably 
106 passengers. The mahogany-paneled 
main lounge is tastefully furnished. The 
large observation room on the upper 
deck has low-glassed windows which af- 
ford good views of the magnificent scen- 
ery all the way along the Inside Passage. 
The dining salon is well appointed, and 
the meals are good. Staterooms have 
bleached oak woodwork, comfortable 
beds, and usually accommodate two 
guests each. 

Passengers boarding the Chilcotin at 
Vancouver, B. C., are impressed by the 
cordiality and efficiency of the Canadian 
officers and crew, and the neatness and 
charm of the ship, which is their home 
for ten relaxing days. 

The cruise ship sails at 8 p.m., steaming 
out through Burrard Inlet, Vancouver’s 
fine harbor, to new horizons and heading 
north-by-west in the moonlight. In the 
morning the travelers, feeling fresh and 
invigorated by the night’s rest and keen 
sea air, will really enjoy breakfast on 
board. The ship goes through Johnstone 
Straits and Grenville Channel, with land 
close by on both sides. 

A landing is made at Prince Rupert 
about 9 a.m. on the second day. In this 
city of 8,000, the party will have the op- 
portunity to see the commercial center of 
British Columbia. Leaving Prince Ru- 
pert, the Chilcotin continues through 
Chatham Sound and Revillagigedo Chan- 
nel to Ketchikan, principal city in South- 
eastern Alaska. It is called the “salmon 
canning capital of the world.” Here 
totem poles will be seen, and possibly 
even king salmon jumping in the stream. 


* 
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It is always interesting to see the 
helmsman take the ship safely through 
Wrangell Narrows, and on an ever- 
changing course to Juneau, capital of 
Alaska. Here there will be time for 
shopping and to see pioneer churches 
and modern byildings. 

Next morning the Christian Fellow- 
ship Party disembarks at Skagway to 
begin a new adventure over the “Trail 
of 98” by the White Pass and Yukon 
narrow-gauge railroad to Lake Bennett, 
with’ a stop for luncheon. After leaving 
Skagway in the evening, the steamer 
proceeds to Glacier Bay, where there 
are floating icebergs and the Muir 
Glacier. The cruise continues in the 
Inside Passage and on to Gardner Canal, 


Reaching Families Through 
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where the day is spent off the main 
channel, amid towering snow-capped 
peaks, with their lovely upland meadows 
and vast, evergreen forests. 

Dr. Philip E, Howard, Jr., Editor and 
President of THE SunpAY ScHooLt TIMEs, 
will accompany the party. Some readers 
have enjoyed the Alaska Cruise so much 
that they have taken it more than once, 
but the Times hopes that many new 
readers will take advantage of it this 
year. Full information will be found in 
an attractive, illustrated folder on the 
Christian Fellowship Tour, which may 
be had upon request from Dr. Philip E. 
Howard, Jr., The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 North 13th St., Philadel- 
phia 5, 


the Children 


Using the “Little Tots Bible League” plan to 
interest parents in the church and Sunday school 


ie IS a well-known fact that couples 
often drop out of Sunday school and 
church when a new baby is born. He 
is a perfect excuse for the parents to 
stay at home. If you can strengthen 
the family tie with the church through 
the baby, you have won a double vic- 
tory. First, you have established new 
interest at the point where disinterest 
starts. Second, if you get the baby you 
are likely to get the whole family. The 
young, growing families reached by this 
approach constitute a vitally important 
segment of the church. 

The Little Tots Bible League, a part 
of the Bible Lovers League founded by 
W. E. Hawkins in Dallas, Tex., has capi- 
talized on the approach to the home 
through the small children for the past 
eighteen years. The League mails an 
attractive Scripture gift to children too 
young to read whose names are sent in 
by evangelical Christian workers every- 
where. 

Here is how you can get a list of little 
folks in your community. * After prayer, 
start visiting from door to door with 
pencil and paper in hand. Your intro- 
duction goes something like this: “Are 
there any babies or small children in 
this home?” If the answer is, “Yes,” you 
identify yourself, and add, “I would like 
to have their names so I can have a 
small gift mailed to them.” If the ques- 
tion arises as to what the gift is and 
why you send it, you are careful to 
explain that the gift is a Gospel of John 
with a gold star, some songs, and a 
cover, pink for girls or blue for boys. 
For the tiny baby it makes a nice token 
for the baby book until he is old enough 
to have it given to him. You may need 
to assure them that this does not obli- 
gate parents or child in amy way. 

You write “Little Tots” at the head 
of your list, and put down the name of 


. 
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each child, his parents’ name, and the 
full address. The names gathered should 
be mailed to Little Tots Bible League, 
P. O. Box 717, Dallas 1, Tex. The League 
will mail the Gospel and enclose a letter 
appealing to the mother to train the 
child for Christ. No charge is made, 
since the League is a faith ministry and 
its dperation costs are supplied through 
the contributions of interested Christians. 

You will want to keep a list of names 
for your own use in following up any 
visits that you think might need or ap- 
preciate a return call. If there are no 
little ones in some homes at which you 
call, you could be ready to give a Gos- 
pel tract and an invitation to your 
church or Sunday school. 

The writer has used this approach 
many times in visitation work. He can- 
not recall an instance in which he was 
refused the name of a little one. 

Sometimes folks will give you the 
names of little ones who live outside of 
the community. You should be glad to 
take such names. It will mean sending 
a Gospel testimony to another home, and 
may open up a bond of friendship and 
an opportunity for a witness to the one 
who gave you the names. 

One family of six did not have a Bible 
or attend church. After the Gospel of 
John came into the home, the two oldest 
children learned John 3:16. Then the 
father bought three Bibles, and the fam- 
ily goes to church regularly now, and 
reads the Bible. Another family traces 
the beginning of the family altar in their 
home to the Gospel of John that came 
to their first tiny baby while the father 
was overseas. The father was saved in 
answer to his wife’s prayers with the 
little one. 

The next time you do visitation work 
remember the babies. They are a favo- 
rite subject with their mothers. 


Dattas, TEX. 
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- LESSON 12. MARCH 21. 


THE NEW COMMANDMENT 


John 13 and 14; printed text, 13:12-17, 34, 35; 14:21-24 


Golden Text.—A new commandment | give unto you, That ye love one another; as | have loved you, that ye also 
love one another.—John 13:34 


THE KiNG JAMES VERSION 

John 13:12 So after he had washed their feet, and had 
taken his garments, and was set down again, he said unto 
them, Know ye what I have done to you? 

13 Ye call me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so 
I am. 

14 If I then» your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; 
ye also ought to wash one another’s feet. 

15 For I have given you an example, that ye should do as 
I have done to you. 

16 Verily, verily, I say unto you, The servant is not greater 
than his lord; neither he that is sent greater than he that 
sent him. 

17 If ye know these things, nepey are ye if ve do them. 


34 A new eesmmendmant I ave unte you, That ye love 
one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another. 


35 By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, 
if ye have love one to another. 


Chap. 14:21 He that hath my commandments, and keepéth 
them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be 
loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest 
myself to him. 

22 Judas saith unto him, not Iscariot, Lord, how is it that 
thou wilt manifest thyself unto us, and not unto the world? 

23 Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, 
he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and 
we will come unto him, and make our abode with him. 

24 He that loveth me not keepeth not my sayings: and the 
word which ye hear is not mine, but the Father’s which 
sent me. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 

Approach to the Lesson 
Tie public ministry is over, and 

Jesus has a few precious hours to 

spend with His beloved disciples 
before going forth to His last sufferings 
and death. A few needed lessons must 
be taught, and He must prepare them 
for the tragic events immediately ahead. 

For despite His repeated statements 

about His approaching death and resur- 

rection, their minds have not yet grasped 
the truth. They must be fortified against 
those three days when He would lie 
in the torhb, and advised of the new 
relationship. which the coming events 
would introduce, when they would know 

Him no longer in bodily presence, but 

in the person of the Holy Spirit. 

In addition, a separation had to be 
made. One member of the company 
did not belong there—Judas, the traitor. 
He must be dismissed and sent to ac- 
complish his devilish work. It is inter- 
esting to notice the néw freedom in our 
Lord’s address as soon as Judas leaves 
(John 13:31). 

The procedure is as follows: 

1. The washing of the disciples’ feet, and 
the lessons from that action (John 
13:1-17). 

2. The identification and dismissal of the 
traitor (13: 18-30). 

3. Prediction of Peter’s denial (13:31-38). 

4. The upper room discourse (chaps. 14- 
16), although there is a question as 
to whether it was all spoken in the 
upper room (14:31 and 18:1). 

5. The high priestly prayer (chap. 17). 

This portion has been called “The Holy 


“ b % % 


of Holies,” and in his book under this 
title Alexander Maclaren has an exposi- 
tion of these chapters which is well 
worth reading. 

In our outline we entitled this section 
The Light Dispelling the Darkness. 


Verse by Verse 

John 13:12—‘Know ye what I have 
done to you?” Our Lord’s action in 
washing the feet of the disciples had 
doubtless confused them all as much as 
it had done Peter (vs. 6, 8). Now it was 
time to explain and apply the lessons. 


Verse 13—“Ye call me Master and 
Lord . .. for so I am.” Read, “the 
Teacher and the Lord.” Here is a claim 
to utter supremacy and uniqueness. The 
term “Lord” cannot have anything less 
than the divine sense here. 


Verse 14.—“If I. . . have washed your 
feet; ye also ought to wash one another’s 
feet.” It would be no such condescen- 
sion for them to wash one another’s feet 
as for the Lord to wash theirs. We are 
afraid to stoop, lest we lose our little 
dignity, but true dignity can afford to 
stoop. 


Verse 15.—“I have given you an ex- 
ample .. .” It was an example, not an 
ordinarice, that the Lord gave on that 
occasion, 


Verse 16.—“The servant is not greater 
than his lord . . .” But how often the 
servant inflates his greatness to make it 
appear greater! Instead of seeking to 
match our Lord’s humility, we covet the 
greatness. 


Verse 17.—“If ye know these things, 
happy are ye if ye do them.” It is not 
the knowing, but the doing, that brings 
the blessing. If “faith without works 


is dead” (Jas. 2:26), knowledge without 
works is damning and paralyzing. 


Verse 34.—“A new commandment... 
as I have loved you, that ye also love 
one another.” Here is the eleventh com- 
mandment, the commandment with a 
standard attached—“as I have loved 
you.” Not until we reach the standard 
have we kept the commandment. 


Verse 35.—“By this shall all men know 
that ye are my disciples . . .” Not only 
is love the great and new commandment, 
but it is the greatest apologetic for the 
Christian faith. Lacking this, our sys- 
tems of evidences will fall on deaf ears. 

Chap. 14:21.—“He that hath my com- 
mandments, and keepeth them, he it is 
that loveth me ...I will . . . manifest 
myself to him.” Obedience is the final 
test of love, and it is also the qualifica- 
tion for further knowledge of Christ, 
and for the special, intimate love of the 
Father. 

Verse 22.—“Lord, how is it that thou 
wilt manifest thyself unto us, and not 
unto the world?” This Judas is the 
Thaddaeus of Mark 3:18. Like the 
others, he expected~a world-manifesta- 
tion of the Messiah. The “private” 
manifestation promised in verse 21 was 
a problem, 

Verse 23.—“If a man love me... my 
Father will love him, and we will... 
make our abode with him.” An enlarge- 
ment of verse 21. The Father and the 
Son come into residence in those who 
love the Lord Jesus. Blessed privilege! 

Verse 24—“. . . the word which ye 
hear is not mine, but the Father’s which 
sent me.” As ever, Jesus claims to speak 
from the Father, not independently. 
When we obey Jesus, we obey God. 
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The Heart of the Lesson 


We look on in admiration at the con- 
descension and humility of our Lord as 
He does the work of a household slave 
for His disciples—girding Himself with 
a towel and washing their feet. Let us 
remember that it was the stoop of love. 
“Having loved his own . . . he loved 
them unto the end” (13:1). Now when 
He said, “I have given you an example, 
that ye should do as I have done to you,” 
He certainly was not thinking about the 
act apart from the motive that urged it. 
To wash one another’s feet, lacking love 
for one another, would be sheer mockery 
and a travesty of our Lord’s holy ex- 
ample. It:was not just an example of 
humility, nor even of humble service 
alone, but of love stooping to serve the 
beloved. 

There is a chaplain in Cook County 
Hospital, Chicago, who sets himself out 
to do for the inmates what nobody else 
will do. Nothing is too menial for this 
man, whose heart is filled with the love 
of Christ. Not only does he wash these 
people’s feet, but he trims neglected toe- 
nails, and such-like services does he ren- 
Ger continually. To newcomers to the 
hospital who have long been neglected 
and have long neglected themselves, 
such humble ministries, done in love, are 
a revelation, and often are an entering 
wedge for a witness to Christ. 

The example becomes a’ command- 
ment—the new commandment. In the 
light of that lovely demonstration of 
His love for them, and in face of the 
still greater demonstration about to be 
enacted, namely, the Cross, our Lord 
issued the new commandment of love, 
with His own love as the standard (v. 
34). Not only so, but He laid this down 
as the ultimate test of discipleship, by 
which all men would have a right to 
judge them—and us. The early disciples 
must have gone a long way in obeying 
this commandment, for one of the com- 
mon exclamations of the pagans regard- 
ing them was, “Behold, how these Chris- 
tians love one another!” 

Christ wants to be loved—not senti- 
mentally, but in reality. And the test 
of love for Him whom we rightly call 
“Lord” is obedience (13:13; 14:21). To 
one another our love is to be manifested 
in lowly service; to Him in glad obe- 
dience. Obedient love brings us into the 
inner circle of the love of God (14:21, 
23), and is the key to the deeper, more 
intimate knowledge of Christ which Paul 

..coveted when he wrote, “That I may 
know him” (Phil. 3:10). 
Outline of the Lesson 
1. Love, the motive of service (13:1-17) 
_ 2. Love, the proof of discipleship (13:31- 
35) 
3. Love, the secret of communion (14: 
21-24) 
Topics for Development 
Foot washing. I have no desire to 


take issue with those who practice foot 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
11. March 14.—Jesus Faces the Cross. 
John 11:55 to 12:50 
Next Week’s Lesson 


13. March 28.—Jesus Strengthens His 
RS rere John 15 and 16 








washing as a church rite. Frequently 
they are among the simplest and sweet- 
est of Christians, from whom we could 
learn much by way of humility and 
brotherly love. Nevertheless I am per- 
suaded that our Lord had no intention 
of establishing an ordinance when He 
uttered the words of John. 13:14, 15. 

First, let us remember that the situa- 
tion called for foot washing. Sandaled 
feet walking the dusty roads of Pales- 
tine needed to be washed when they 
arrived at the host’s house, and this com- 
mon courtesy provided for that need, and 
the service was usuaily performed by a 
servant. Clean feet, comfortably housed 
in shoes, stepping out of an automobile 
and walking up to the door on a well- 
made pavement, hardly need the same 
attention. Occasion, however, may call 
for simple, humble service. Bishop 
Handley C. G, Moule of Durham leading 
the aged General Booth to the coziest 
seat by the fireplace, kneeling to take 
off the salvationist’s heavy boots and 
replacing them with a pair of comfort- 
able slippers, is a splendid example of 
what our Lord intended of His disciples 
in our treatment of each other. 

There is a spiritual aspect to this, too. 
“He that is washed [bathed] needeth 
not save to wash his feet,” said our Lord 
to Peter (13:10). The foot washing was 
symbolic of the work of daily sanctifi- 
cation, and in that work we have a part 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 

OR what event did our Lord seek to 

prepare His disciples? 

2. Whom did our Lord dismiss from 
the company of His disciples? 

3. What motive urged Jesus to wash 
His disciples’ feet? 

4. Which of the disciples argued with 
Jesus about washing his feet? 

5. Of what spiritual truth is the wash- 
ing of the feet a symbol? 

6. What is significant in the phrase, 
“Master and Lord”? . 

7. What does it mean for us to wash 
one another’s feet? 

8. What is new in the commandment 
to love one another, as given by our 
Lord? 

9. What do we mean by saying that 
love is the greatest apologetic for the 
Christian faith? 

10. How does the Lord show Himself 
to the world at the present time? 


(Answers on page 200) 
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to play with regard to each other. “If 

a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which 

are spiritual, restore such an one in the 

Spirit of meekness” (Gal. 6:1). There 

is no spirit of censoriousness or superior- 

ity here, but loving, humble service. 

Questions, Our Lord’s discourses in 

the upper room were punctuated by 

questions from the disciples. These ques- 

tions, and our Lord’s answers to them, 

would constitute an enriching study. 

Here is the list: 

1. John’s question about the traitor (13: 
25) 

2. Peter’s question about Jesus’ depart- 
ure (13:36) 

3. Thomas’s question about the Way (14: 
5) 

4, Philip’s question about the Father (14: 
8) 

5. Jude’s question about Christ’s self- 
manifestation (14:22) 


Practical Applications 


Before Jesus proceeded to the intimate 
discourse in the upper room, preserved 
for us in chapters 14 to 16 of John’s Gos- 
pel, He had to deal with defilement and 
sin in the disciples, (See the procedure 
in Approach to the Lesson.) The secret 
place will be a place of searching out 
and of cleansing for us, too. Always there 
is cleansing before communion. 

Would you wash the feet of Jesus? 
Then remember, “Inasmuch as ye have 
done it unto one of the least of these 
my brethren, ye have done it unto me” 
(Matt. 25:40). 

“Stoop, stoop! It is a low, low door 
by which we enter into the Kingdom of 
Heaven” (Samuel Rutherford). 

The world can meet argument with 
argument, but it has nothing to answer 
love (John 13:35). 

The day of the world-manifestation of 
Christ will come. There is, however, a 
world-manifestation today, but it is 
through us in whom He has taken up 


residence. Does the world see Jesus 
in me? 
Golden Text 


John 13:34—“‘A new commandment 

. . as I have loved you, that ye also 
love one another.” What is new about 
this commandment? Not the command 
to love, but the new standard of love. 
Compare Leviticus 19:18. Christ’s love 
is God’s love made current in our hu- 
manity, and as He lives in us, His love 
will show forth. This also is “the fruit 
of the Spirit” (Gal. 5:22), 

Etmuurst, ILL. 

we 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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Lesson for March 21° 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccEestep HyMNS 
“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” 
“Blest Be the Tie That Binds” 
“O Master, Let Me Walk With Thee” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Blessed 
Lord, who dost cail us to love one an- 
other as Thou hast loved us, we confess 
that we fall far short of such love. For- 
give our mean and selfish thoughts, 
words, and ways, and cleanse us from 
all that is unworthy of Thy people. Help 
us to learn of Thee and grow like Thee 
in unselfishness, sympathy, patience, and 
kindness. May the grace and Wonder 
of Thy love so appear to us that we shall 
long to be like Thee, praying, 


Make this poor self grow less and less, 
Be Thou my life, my aim; 

O make me daily, through Thy grace, 
More fit. to bear Thy name. 


Bless our study of Thy Word to us now, 
even to the answering of this prayer, In 
all the earth may Christians so learn to 
love one another that the world may 
know we have been with Jesus and 
learned of Him. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—The Golden Text 
today has been called the eleventh com- 
mandment. It is our Lord’s special com- 
mand to all His people, that we love 
one another as He has loved us. And 
He added, “By this shall all men know 
that ye are my disciples.” 

We ourselves can be sure we are true 
Christians if in our hearts there is love 
for other Christians. “We know that we 
have passed from death unto life, be- 
cause we love the brethren” (1 John 
3:14). As long as we have no special 
sympathy with Christians, as long as we 
fee] more at home with the ungodly than 
with God’s people, we may well question 
our Christianity. Part of the change 
that occurs in us when we accept Christ 
is that we feel drawn to other Christians. 
We love them as brothers in God’s 
family. 

Then, too, the outside world will know 
we are Christians when they see us liv- 
ing in love toward other Christians. This 
was vividly illustrated in the early days 
of the. Church when a dreadful plague 
visited Alexandria. It was dangerous 
to be near anyone stricken with it, and 
to touch a diseased person was almost 
certain to bring the plague, and prob- 
ably death, to oneself. Consequently the 
heathen people put out of their homes 
any who showed signs of the disease, 
leaving them to starve and die untended, 
Their dead were cast outside the city 
unburied. In striking contrast the Chris- 
tians visited their sick and buried their 
dead, despite the danger. This set the 
heathen inquiring for the reason, and they 
learned it was because these people were 
followers of Jesus Christ and, as Chris- 
tians, they loved one another. 


Be much with Christ and learn of Him, 
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Then His Spirit will fill you with His 
love. 


Gracious Spirit, Holy Ghost, 
Taught by Thee, we covet most, 
Of Thy gifts at Pentecost, 

Holy, heavenly love. 


Love is kind, and suffers long; 
Love is meek, and thinks no wrong; 
Love than death itself more strong; 
Therefore give us love. 
—Christopher Wordsworth. 


CHRIST'S QWN 


Caucary, ALTA., CAN. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M, Olson 


“ .. Know ye what I have done to 
you?” (John 13:12.)—He rose from sup- 
per, laid aside His garments, took a 
towel, girded: Himself, poured water in 
a basin, washed their feet and wiped 
them with the towel. Each act was 
significant. How much of it had they 
understood? Their failure to answer His 
question can be interpreted to mean they 
did not know the real meaning of His 
action. 





THEY ARE 
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The Bible is its own best interpreter. 
With-it in our hands, and with the Holy 
Spirit as our teacher, we may know what 
they did not. know. The Passover supper 
was figurative of His death (1 Cor. 5:7). 
Rising from it would speak of His res- 
urrection (1 Cor. 15:20). By laying 
aside His garments and girding Himself 
with a towel, He assumed the role of 
a household slave (Luke 12:37; 22:27). 
The water He poured in the basih is an 
emblem of the Word (John 15:3; Eph. 
5:26). He used a literal basin or vessel 
then, but makes use of human vessels 
now (Gal. 6:10; 2 Tim. 2:21). Washing 
the disciples’ feet sets forth the present 
service of our Lord for His own, which 
enables us to have part (or fellowship) 
with Him. Believers are in Him—noth- 
ing alters that—but to have part with 
Him, it is necessary for us to put our 
feet—our walk, in other words—in His 
hands for cleansing. The fact that He 
also wiped their feet, shows that He left 
no detail unattended to. 

The Lord said to His earthly people, 
Israel, “Thou hast made me to serve with 
thy sins” (Isa. 43:24). The Lord Jesus 
Christ is our advocate with the Father. 
Does it cause us grief to think how often 
we make Him to serve with our sins? 

I recently read of a man who always 
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carried a photograph of his father with 
him, because he loved him and prized 
his excellent qualities. He would fre- 
quently look at the photograph and say, 
“Let me do nothing unbecoming so ex- 
cellent a father.” Let us always carry in 
our hearts and minds, the word picture 
of the Lord in John 13 and say, “May 
I always walk worthy of such an alto- 
gether lovely Lord and Master!” 

“Ye call me Master and Lord ... so 
I am” (John 13:13).—This verse should 
put to shame and silence all who deny 
the deity of the Lord Jesus Christ. The 
disciples who had lived with Him for a 
bit over three years, and knew Him in- 
timately, called Him “Teacher” and 
“Lord.” And He commended them, say- 
ing, “Ye say well, for soI am.” Had He 
not been Lord, He would have reproved 
and corrected them. 

John the Baptist would not allow his 
hearers to call him the Messiah. Peter 
would not permit Cornelius to fall at his 
feet and worship him. An angel forbade 
John the Evangelist falling at his feet 
and worshiping him (Rev. 22:8, 9). And 
when Herod failed to rebuke the people 
for calling him a god, he was smitten 
by an angel, eaten of worms, and gave 
up the ghost (Acts 12:22, 23). 

The story is told of a great naturalist 
who, one lovely summer day, went out 
im the Highlands of Scotland to study 
under the microscope the heather bell 
in all its native glory. In order to see 
its perfection, he got down on his knees, 
without plucking the flower, adjusted his 
instrument, and was reveling in its color, 
delicacy, and beauty, “lost in wonder, 
love, and praise.” 

How long he remained there he does 
not know, but suddenly there was a 
shadow on him and on his instrument. 
He waited for a time, thinking it might 
be a passing cloud.. But it stayed there, 
and presently looking up he saw a High- 
land shepherd watching him. Without 
saying a word, the naturalist plucked 
a heather bell and handed it, with the 
microscope, to the shepherd that he, too, 
might see what he was beholding. 

The old shepherd put the instrument 
up to his eyes, got the heather bell in 
place, and looked at it until the tears 
ran down his cheeks. Then handing the 
microscope back, said: “I wish you had 
never shown me that. I wish I had never 
seen it.” : 

“Why?” asked the surprised scientist. 
“Because,” was the reply, “this rude foot 
has trodden on so many of them.” 

When atheists and skeptics behold the 
King in His beauty, they will exceed- 
ingly regret that they ever trod Him 
under their rude feet. Some will be- 
hold Him by faith while the day of grace 
is still running its course, and will gladly 
acknowledge Him as Lord. Others, alas, 
will see Him when it is too late to bene- 
fit by the rapturous sight. But all must 
ultimately confess Jesus as Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father, 
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“A new commandment I give . . . That 
ye love one another” (John 13:34).— 
The old commandment was, “Thou shalt 
love thy neighbour as thyself.” This 
new one enjoins love to our brethren, 
as Christ has loved us. Scott says of this 
new commandment, “Love was now to 
be explained with new clearness, en- 
forced by new motives and obligations, 
illustrated by a new example, and obeyed 
in a new manner.” 

That which was to distinguish people 
as His disciples was not a special garb, 
nor color combination, nor handshake, 
nor emblem, but love to one another. 

E. W. Caswell tells this story: One of 
two brothers, fighting in the same com- 
pany in France, fell in battle. The one 
who escaped asked permission of his 
officer to go and bring his brother in. 
“He is probably dead,” said the officer, 
“and there is no use in risking your 
life to bring in his body.” But after 
further pleading, the officer consented. 
Just as the soldier reached the lines with 
his brother on his’ shoulders, the 
wounded man died. “There, you see,” 
said the officer, “you have risked your 
life for nothing.” 

“No,” replied Tom, “I did what he ex- 
pected of me, and I have my reward. 
When I crept up to him and took him 
in my arms, he said, ‘Tom, I knew you 
would come; I just felt sure you would 
come.’” Are our Christian brothers so 
confident of our love to them, that they 
feel sure we will come to their aid? 


Wawona, CaLir. 
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Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, it is a strange picture— 

Jesus washing the disciples’ feet. He 
could hardly have chosen a more hum- 
ble service to teach the lesson He had 
in mind. Try to visualize the scene. 
You will notice back there in the fourth 
verse of this thirteenth chapter of John 
how He prepared for it. “He riseth 
from supper, and laid aside his gar- 
ments; and took a towel, and girded 
himself.” Thus He had the appearance 
of a slave or a servant. Jesus ordinarily 
wore the customary robe—doubtless the 
garments of a rabbi. He presented a 
dignified figure, possibly a regal figure. 
There must have been even something 
awesome in His. presence. Note how 
the officers who were sent by the San- 
hedrin to arrest Him were affected. They 
returned without Him, because, they 
said, “Never man spake like this man.” 
The scribes and Pharisees wanted to 
hale Him to court, “but no man laid 
hands on him” (John 7:44-46). When 
the soldiers, led by Judas, went to the 
Garden of Gethsemane to arrest Him, 
and He stepped forth, saying, “I am he, 


they went backward, and fell to the. 


ground” (John 18:6). 
Now we see Him divested of His gar- 
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ments and girded with a towel, down 
upon His knees, washing the feet of the 
disciples. Is it any wonder that Peter 
protested? When the Lord had per- 
formed this menial service, He said, “If 
I then, your Lord and Master, have 
washed your feet; ye also ought to wash 
one another’s feet. For I have given 
you an example, that ye should do as I 
have done to you. Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, The servant is not greater 
than his lord.” 

Now, fellows, it was a custom in Bible 
times to wash one’s own feet upon enter- 
ing the house, for they wore sandals 
which admitted the dust and dirt of the 
road, and the sandals were usually re- 
moved at the door. A host would pro- 
vide a basin with water and a towel 
upon the arrival of a guest. On one 
occasion our Lord mentioned the lack of 
it (Luke 7:44). In some instances a 
servant was assigned to this task. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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Lesson ‘for March 21 


Our question today is how shall we 
imitate our Lord’s example and observe 
His teaching as to the washing of each 
other’s feet. Certainly it requires great 
humility, a surrendering of one’s pride 
—even a self-abasement. It can mean 
the giving up of some cherished thing 
in order to promote good will and un- 
derstanding. It might be the‘only way 
at times to bring peace and good will 
out of strife. 

Let me give you an example of what 
I mean. Recently I had nine boys, aged 
ten and eleven, at my house for a party 
—just boys—with plenty of eats and 
some other things that boys like. During 
the evening two of them got into (at 
first) a friendly tussle over the posses- 
sion of a short rod. As they were about 
equally matched in strength the contest 
continued, growing more and more in- 
tense, until I noticed bad temper be- 
ginning to show. They went down on 
the floor, and by their faces I saw they 
were growing pretty mad. I put my 
hand on the rod, and said, “Now, fellows, 
this has gone far enough; the stronger 
boy will turn loose; which wil] it be?” 
They held on, tight and unmoved for 
a moment. Then one of the boys loosened 
his grasp, while the other rather sheep- 
ishly went to his corner with the rod 
in his hand. The boy who turned loose 
when he had an equal chance to win 
the contest washed the other boy’s feet 
—don’t you think so? 


“Let this mind be in you, which was 
also in Christ Jesus: who, .. . took upon 
him the form of a servant” (Phil. 2:5-7). 
“Let nothing be done through strife or 
vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let 
each esteem other better than them- 
selves” (v. 3). “For I have given you 
an example, that ye should do as I have 
done to you. Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, The servant is not greater than his 
lord” (John 13:15, 16). 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 

THe Mark oF DISCIPLESHIP 

OD revealed Himself to Israel as 
the great “I AM.” The Lord Jesus 
applied this name to Himself because 
He is God. He also said, “I am the 
bread of life.” Let’s put, “The Bread of 
Life” on our chart. Who can quote 
John 8:12? Good. You may put “The 
Light of the World” below “The Bread 
of Life” on the chart. In John 10:9, 11 
we found that Jesus said, “I am the 
door” and “I am the good shepherd.” 
Put “The Door’ and “The Good Shep- 
herd” below “The Light of the World.” 
What glorious statement did Jesus make 
to Martha beginning with the words, “I 
am”? (“I am the resurrection and the 
life.”) Right. Put “The Resurrection 
and the Life” below “The Good Shep- 
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herd.” Today we will find another versa 
starting with “I am.” 

A Christian man, foreman in a coal 
mine, found that two of the men under 
him were also believers in Jesus. He 
particularly liked one of them, for he 
was always pleasant, cheerful, and hard- 
working. One day the foreman went 
to him and said, “Tom, I’ve got an easier 
job for you, where there isn’t much hard 
work, and where you'll get better 
wages.” 

To the foreman’s astonishment Tom 
answered, “Thank you very much, but 
would you be willing to give it to poor 
Brother Tregony?” (This was the other 
Christian workman.) “He isn’t strong 
and can’t work as hard as I can. I'd 
be glad if you’d give him the easier job. 
I can go on working as I am.” 

The foreman did give the better job 
to Tregony, but he said to Tom, “You're 
the first man I ever met who practiced 
John 13:34.” That is our Golden Text 
for today. Which of you girls can quote 
it? (“A new commandment I give unto 
you, That ye love one another; as I have 
loved you, that ye also love one an- 
other.”) 


John 13 tells about Jesus washing the 
feet of His disciples at the Passover sup- 
per. As the people then wore open san- 
dals (without socks), dust from the un- 
paved roads soon soiled their feet, so 
it was the custom for guests to have 
their feet washed on arrival at a house. 
Usually the host appointed a servant for 
this task, but at the Last Supper there 
were no servants present, only Christ 
and His disciples. None of the Twelve 
had wanted to take this lowly place of 
servant to the rest, so the Lord Himself 
did! What an example He set of loving, 
humble service to others! Let us read 
John 13:12-17. Some people have inter- 
preted the words of Jesus here to mean 
that foot washing should be a religious 
ceremony, but I do not think so. Read 
verse 7 of this same chapter. Jesus 
said, “What I do thou knowest not now; 
but thou shalt know hereafter.” He was 
evidently referring to something deeper 
than litera] foot washing. One of the 
things He was teaching His disciples was 
that no service was too lowly for a 
Christian to do to help’others. Helping 
others should be more important to us 
than to be getting ahead ourselves. If 
the Lord of glory was willing to act 
as servant to His disciples, surely we 
should be willing to serve one another! 

I once sat at a table during a Bible 
conference with Christians who had not 
studied John 13. The ones at the middle 
of the table ate almost everything them- 
selves. One said, “That’s salad’s good,” 
and she emptied the bow! on her plate, 
not realizing that people at the end of 
the table had none! They got nothing 
but bread and potatoes, and only got 
those by requesting them. All of the 
other foods were gone before they could 
ask for them. Our Christian love ought 
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to show itself even in such things as see- 
ing that others are helped at the dinner 
table. 

Now read verses 34, 35. I feel sure 
that everyone who knew the Christian 
miner I told you about today would re- 
alize that he was a disciple of Christ. 
He proved his love for his weaker 
brother in the Lord. 

Read the first six verses of chapter 
fourteen. We must add “The Way, the 
Truth, and the Life,” to the list of “I 
am’s” we have found in the Gospel of 
John. Nowread verse 21. Thisverse is well 
worth your memorizing. “He that hath 
my.commandments.” That is every one 
of us, for each of us has a Bible of her 
own. “And keepeth them.” This is 
harder. We must know the Lord’s com- 
mandments and obey them in order to 
prove our love for Christ. “He it is that 
loveth me.” The rest of this verse speaks 
of a special love given to the child of 
God who obeys His commandments. And 
Such as do, get to know the Lord Jesus 
in a precious way. The- disobedient 
Christian misses this joy and will find 
no worldly pleasures to compare with it. 
Read verses 22, 23. Here again we see 
that the proof of our love is to do what 
our Lord commands, and He responds 
to our obedience with His love and com- 
panionship as wé journey Heavenward. 

The love of Jesus, what it is, 
None but His loved ones know. 

The keynote of the Christian life is 
love; love to Christ, and love for others. 
It was love that caused God to give His 
only begotten Son that we might be 
saved. It was love that made Christ 
Jesus come into the world to save sin- 
ners. It is love that makes the Christian 
life easy. The more we realize God's 
wonderful love to us, the more we shall 
love Him in return. And the more we 
love Him, the easier it will be to obey 
His commandments. The one most 
stressed is the new commandment in 
today’s lesson. 

An American Christian was walking 
down a street of a Chinese city. He 
saw a boy of seven or eight carrying 
a smaller boy on his back. The Ameri- 
can said to him, “It’s too bad you have 
to carry such a heavy burden.” 

“He’s no burden,” said the boy, “he’s 
my brother.” This little boy had found 
out that love makes all things easy. 

We should pray that our love for 
Christ may grow until it controls our 
whole lives, and that our love for one 
another may become so great that noth- 
ing we do for anyone will seem a burden, 

FERNDALE, WASH. 
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No mightier power has been entrusted 
to us than that true sympathy which 
identifies itself with those whom it seeks 
to benefit; it carries the heart captive. 
To get close access to the hearts of the 
people is our great aim; to win their 
confidence and love our daily object.— 
Hudson Taylor. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 18th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Are You a Good Likeness?—As I have 

loved you, that ye also love one another 
(John 13:34, Golden Text). Have you 
sometimes been to a friend’s house, and, 
finding a photograph on the mantelpiece, 
asked, “Who is this?” to be greeted by 
the surprised rejoinder, “But surely you 
know.” You still maintain that you 
haven’t the slightest idea; so you are 
then told, “Why, it’s So-and-so!” You 
can only reply, “I should never have 
known him.” In another house, you 
pick up a photograph and exclaim, with 
a beaming face, “I say, isn’t that exactly 
like him!” Well, what sort of portrait 
are you of Him?—From Guy H. King. 
Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Sur- 
rey, Eng. Prize illustration. 


His Right to Our Obedience.—Ye call 
, me Master and Lord: and ye say well; 
for so I am (John 13:13). The other 
day I listened to a little girl of nine 
playing “school” with her dolls. She had 
ten of them, and she set them in two 
rows, while she sat behind a low table 
and taught them. First she taught them 
sums; and some of the dolls got the 
sums right, and some were wrong— 
just like real school children. Then she 
taught them the Scripture. “Now, chil- 
dren,” she began, “what is Jesus?” Evi- 
dently the dolls answered, though I 
couldn’t hear them, for she went on, 
“Yes, Susan, Jesus is good. What else?” 
“Quite right, Ann, Jesus is kind.” “Yes, 
Jesus is strong.” “But. what else?” “Yes, 
Tony, that’s right,” she said, “that’s what 
I wanted, Jesus is Master!” Jesus is Mas- 
ter. Of course we know that He is kind 
and good, and loving and strong. He 
is our hero and our friend and Saviour, 
but He is also our Master and Lord. And 
that means we must obey Him. We are 
His servants and we must do as He tells 
us.—From the Methodist Recorder. Sent 
by J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 


Not Enough To Know the Law.—If ye 
know these things, happy are ye if ye 
do them (John 13:17). A sign painter in 
St. Joseph, Mo., was in police court on 
a charge of smoking in bed. The fire 
department charged that his smoking 
started a blaze in a hotel room. Asked 
if he knew it was against the law to 
smoke in bed, he replied: “I'll say I do. 
I painted fifty signs saying it was against 
the law. I painted them for use in hotel 
rooms.” He ‘was fined $25—condemned 
by his own words. The Lord Jesus 
stated a principle of judgment in Mat- 
thew 12:37: “For by thy words thou 
shalt be justified, and by thy words thou 
Shalt be condemned.” Multitudes of 
people know it is wrong to doubt and 
disbelieve the Word of God regarding 
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the way of salvation, but they go right 
on.—From Now. Sent by Albert Mygatt, 
Axtell, Kans. 


Christ the Only Perfect Example.—By 
this shall all men know that ye are my 
disciples (John 13:35). A Hindu once 
wrote: “It is an interesting thing that 
though there have been Mohammedans 
in India for a thousand years you never 
hear a Hindu say, ‘I wish that you were 
more like Mohammed.’ We have known 
Christianity a quarter of that time, but 
there is no educated Hindu who would 
not say to any Christian, ‘I wish that 
you were more like Christ.’”—From 
“The Glory Christian,” by An Unknown 
Christian. Sent by C. N. Hillyer, New 
Malden, Surrey, Eng. 


Frozen Milk.—By this shall all men 
know that ye are my disciples, if ye 
have love one to another (John 13:35). 
We are told that frequently in Siberia 
milk is delivered in blocks or chunks 
rather than in bottles or containers of 
other kinds. The weather is so cold that 
the milk is frozen solid and reaches 
customers in that condition. We fear 
that all too frequently the sincere milk 
of the Word is delivered in such a way. 
It is the Word of God all right—pure 
and unadulterated, but it is given out 
in such a cold and unfeeling way that 
it must be thawed out, as it were, before 
it can be digested. Let us be careful to 
live and feel the Gospel of Christ’s re- 
deeming love as we pass it along to 
others.—From. “The Pilgrim.” Sent by 
Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


“To Obey Is Better Than Sacrifice.”— 
He that hath my commandments, and 
keepeth them, he it is that loveth me 
(John 14:21). We can never make up 
for our lack of obedience by giving 
extra ministry, or by becoming more en- 
thusiastic in some particular sphere. 
The Lord wants obedience, and if we 
yield ourselves to Him for a life of obe- 
dience, He will look after our character 
and build it up into the likeness of His 
Son; and there will be no doubt about 
conquest in the realm of ministry.— 
From Keswick Calendar. Sent by Elisa- 
beth Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


The Service of Love.—If a man love 
me, he will keep my words: and my 
Father will love him (John 14:23). In 
ancient Rome one of the emperors cele- 
brated a great victory by riding in state 
through the city. At one point a. boy 
tried to make his way to the chariot 
of the emperor only to be brushed back 
by a soldier, who said, “That is the Em- 
peror; you cannot go there.” The boy 
replied, “He is your Emperor, but he is 
my father.” While we know God only as 
the great ruler and judge of all, we fear 
Him but find it hard to love Him. But 
when we enjoy His pardon and belong 
to His family, we love Him as our Father 
in Heaven and delight to serve Him.— 
From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by M. Irene Jury, Glendale, Calif. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
“Love One Another” (John 13:3-5, 12-17) 


AVE sandals, a pitcher of water, a 

wash basin, and a large towel at 
class. Do you like to have to wash your 
hands, wagh dishes, clean up your room? 
No? Boys and girls, and grownups, too, 
are almost all like that! They would 
rather let someone else do it. Even 
people back when the Lord lived on 
earth were like that. 

It was the very last night the Lord 
Jesus would be with His disciple friends, 
their last supper together. Two of them 
had gotten supper ready in a house in 
Jerusalem. The rest had walked with 
the Lord the two miles from Bethany 
along a road deep with dust. As polite 
people did in those days, they took off 
their dusty sandals by the door. They 
did not wear socks then. What dusty, 
dirty feet they had! Not very nicé to 
lie down on the clean mats or pillows! 
A jar of water and a wash basin along 
with a large towel stood by the door, 
all ready for washing dirty feet. But 
nobody used them. That was a job for 
slaves to do—washing feet! 

The Lord got up from His place at 


the table, took off His long outer robe, - 


and tied the ends of the towel around 
His waist. (Illustrate the latter if the 
towel is large enough.) He poured water 
into the basin (illustrate) and began to 
wash His disciples’ feet and wipe them 
with the towel. He was doing a slave’s 
work for them. He who was to be King 
over all things, He who had come from 
God in Heaven, and was soon going back 
to be with God again! Peter thought it 
wasn't right. But the Lord wanted Peter 
to permit Him to wash his feet whether 
he liked it or not, and he did! You 
see, there are some things we must let 
the Lord do for us—like washing our 
naughty hearts from their sins, and we 
need it done every day. 

But the Lord had another lesson to 
teach them. Listen to what He said 
when He went to His place at the table 
again (John 13:12-17). What did that 
mean? Do you think if He were here, 
He would do the ‘dishes and the clean-up 
jobs you don’t like? Yes? .Then let us 
read what He would tell you. Reread 
verses 12-17, substituting washing dishes 
for washing feet. You say washing dishes 
isn’t any fun. Maybe not. But look 
at what He said in verse 17! ‘Try it out 
this week and see! 

Of course, if you loved Mother enough, 
it wouldn’t be hard to do dishes to help 
her. Just as Jesus loved His disciples! 
(v. 1) So He told them verse 34: 
“A new commandment I give unto you, 
That ye love one another; as I have 
loved you, that ye also love one another.” 
This is the Golden Text and includes 
the Memory Verse. For awards use a 
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Lesson for March 21 


basin or heart, whichever was not used 
for lesson 8, 

While you help Mother with the dishes, 
tell her this story. Another time see 
how many Bible verses you can remem- 
ber. Other times tell all the different 
Bible stories you can think of that in- 
cluded dishes. I can think of five which 
John has told us. Won’t Mother be 
pleased. when you don’t do any grum- 
bling about your work this week! So 
will the Lord Jesus! 

Listen to more of the Lord’s good-by 
words in John 13 and 14: 1. Who will 
wash dirty feet? (13:1-20); 2. An awful 
secret (vs. 21-30); 3. Some last words 
(vs. 31-38); 4. Heaven (14:1-7); 5. Jesus 
is God (vs. 8-15); 6. Jesus comes in the 
Holy Spirit (vs. 16-26); 7. Good-by (vs. 
27-31). 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


F YOU are the youngest child at your 

house, you may often have wished 
(to yourself, of course), “Oh, I wish I 
were the oldest child instead of the 
youngest. It’s much more fun to be 
older. Besides, if I were the older one, 
I could tell the others what to do.” 

But do you really think it is better to 
be oldest? Think about Ruth for a 
moment. She has three younger sisters 
and a younger brother. If Mother and 
Daddy are going to be late getting home 
for dinner, they say, “Now, Ruth, be 
sure to see that the table is set and the 
potatoes: are on the stove.” And be- 
cause she is especially kind (as Chris- 
tians should always be—even when it is 
hard), Ruth usually lets the other chil- 
dren stay at their play. And she gets 
busy in the kitchen. 

When the evening meal and family 
worship are finished, Daddy usually says, 
“Tet’s get the dishes done quickly now, 
children.” The children jump up at once 
and head for the kitchen. But it is al- 
ways Ruth that is expected to do the 
washing—and that includes lots of pan- 
scrubbing! 

Once in a while Mother says, “We're 
going to be out late tonight. Ruth, you 
take care of the rest of the children. 
Make sure they are in bed on time. And 
be sure that you get your homework 
done.” And no matter how much Ruth 
may want to do something else, she has 
to take care of the younger children. 
Oh, it’s not easy being the oldest child, 
let me tell you! But because Ruth is 
trying her very best to be the kind of 
Christian girl that pleases ‘the Lord 
Jesus, she does everything that Mother 
and Daddy tell her to do for the younger 
children—and a lot of extra things be- 
sides. (Sometimes she does cry just a 
little, though. And you would, too!) 

No, it is not always easy to serve 
others. But it is exactly what the Lord 
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Jesus said we should do... A long, long 
time ago, only a little while before He 
left the world to go to be with His 
Father, the Son of God was with His 
disciples. At supper, the Bible tells us 
(John 13:3-5), He took off His outer 
clothes and tied a towel around His 
waist. Then He poured water into a 
basin and began to wash the disciples’ 
feet and to wipe them with the towel. 
Can you imagine the Son of God, the 
Creator of the universe (John 1:3; Col. 
1:16) doing exactly what a slave would 
have done (1 Sam. 25:41; see also Phil. 
2:6, 7)—washing the feet of His dis- 
ciples? 

To us it seems strange that the dis- 
ciples’ feet should have needed washing. 
But in those days, when people wore 
only open sandals on their feet, the 
dusty roads over which they walked left 
their feet soiled. And they had to be 
washed. So what seems unusual to us 
today, was most commonplace in their 
day. 

Why did the Lord Jesus wash the feet 
Himself? Could He not have had one 
of the disciples do it? Yes, He could 
have. But He had a very definite rea- 
son for doing it Himself.. He wanted 
to leave an example for His disciples. If 
He Himself was willing to serve those 
who really should be serving Him, then 
they, too, should be willing to serve 
others (vs. 14, 15; later Peter reminds us 
of still other examples that should be 
followed, 1 Pet. 2:21-23). 

Indeed, it pleases the Lord Jesus very 
much when we are truly humble serv- 
ants of others. That is why we can be 
sure that Ruth pleases Him by serving 
her sisters and brother and her mother 
and daddy. 

At first Peter could not understand why 
God the Son should stoop to wash his 
feet. But the Lord Jesus explained that 
later he would understand: And now 
Peter knows and you can know that by 
washing the disciples’ feet, the Lord 
Jesus was showing them (and us) some- 
thing else. In order to have fellowship 
with the Lord Jesus Christ after we have 
been washed in His blood and had our 
sin forgiven, we have to be cleansed 
by Him each day. We say things and do 
things which are not pleasing to Him— 
they are sins. These’-we must confess 
to Him at once (1 John 1:9). As soon 
as we do, He stoops from His Throne, 
and, with the same humility that His 
disciples saw that night, He washes our 
sin-stains. The Lord Jesus never forgets 
Calvary. It was there that He poured 
out His blood. Why? So that your sin 
could be forgiven. 

Oh, how He loved His disciples! How 
He loves you! 

LANCASTER, Pa, 
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In our communion with God, we must 
carefully watch over our own hearts, lest 
familiarity breed contempt, and we think 
God is in.any way beholden to us.— 
Matthew Henry. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 194) 
1. His death. 
2. Judas (John 13:21-27). 

3. Love (13:1). 

4. Peter (13:6-10). 

5. The cleansing of our daily walk (13: 
) 


6. The word “Master” is used in the 
sense of “Teacher.” The definite article 
is attached to both “Teacher” and “Lord,” 
so affirming our Lord’s unique claim to 
these titles. 

7. To do such humble service for each 
other as the situation calls for, and to 
care for one another’s spiritual welfare— 
and all in love. 

8. The standard of love demanded—“as 
I have loved you.” 

9. It is the greatest demonstration of 
the reality of our relation with Christ, 
and answers all argument. 

10. Through His people, in whom He 
dwells (14:21, 23). 

ELMuursT, ILL. 
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When Only God Is Left 
(Continued from second page) 


War broke out. In the London blitz this 
man lost his‘ business. The secure little 
world he had made his own was lost 
to him, but now he had Christ. Eventu- 
ally as the war went on he was a cas- 
ualty. He tells that at that time,.one 
night in the hospital, with bombs fall- 
ing around and with his body full of 
stitches, there came to him a realization 
of the presence and of the preciousness 
of Christ such as he had never known 
before. What profit would a worldly 
success he had lost have been to him in 
that hour when only God was left to 
him? But by getting right with God 
he was ready for the crisis of business 
loss and of a broken body when that 
crisis came. All the world without God 
is not enough, for all that the world can 
give us cannot suffice to see us through 
those crises of life when only God can 
avail. Nor can the best this world gives 
prepare us for the final crisis, our pass- 
ing into the life beyond. 

A second conclusion we can draw, well 
illustrated by the story just told, is this: 
God alone with nothing else is enough. 
When: the writer to the Hebrews said, 
“Be content with such things as ye have: 
for he hath said, I will never leave 
thee , . .” he was saying, “Never mind 
how the world treats you as long as you 
have God. He is enough.” 

Listen to the elderly German refugees 
again. “We have lost everything... 
we have nothing left but God, and only 
so do we come to know that God is 
enough.” Listen also to the Irishman 
who set out to achieve success, found 
it, lost it, and became a war casualty. 
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“As I lay upon a hospital bed one night, 
my body full of stitches, and unable to 
move—as the bombs were falling around 
—I realized the presence and precious- 
ness of the Lord Jesus Christ as never 
before. I had peace and assurance.” 
When only God was left, he proved that 
God is enough. 

And now hear one more testimony. 
Colonel Zealley of the Salvation Army 
tells in the Evangelical Christian of a 
time when he was the guest of a re- 
tired builder in Cornwall. His host was 
a radiant Christian, a splendid lay 
preacher. Host and guest were walking 
in the garden one day when the retired 
man said, “I suppose you notice that 
we have no maid.” 

“No, I hadn’t,” said Colonel Zealley. 

“I am the maid in our home,” was 
the reply. “The fact is we cannot afford 
a maid. When I retired I put my life’s 
savings into a venture that was con- 
sidered both safe and profitable. I staked 
most of my savings in that business. A 
year later the firm went bankrupt, and 
I lost all I had invested with them. Did 
you notice my wife’s silver hair? That 
was the cause of it.” 

The colonel began to express his sin- 
cere regret at such a loss, but his host 
interrupted by saying, “Do you know 
what I did? I commenced immediately 
to sing this song.” And there in the 
garden he lifted a ringing tenor voice, 
and sang: 

Let others boast of heaps of gold; 

Christ for me. 

His riches never can be told; 

Christ for me. 

Your gold will waste and wear away, 

Your honours perish in a day; 

My portion never can decay; 

Christ for me. 

The colonel listened, his eyes filled 
with tears, and his soul was moved to 
worship and praise God for such a proof 
of the sufficiency of His grace to tri- 
umph over earthly losses. 

Yes, the true Christian can say to all 
who make the world their god. 

Your gold will waste and wear away, 
Your honours perish in a day; 

My portion never can decay; 

Christ for me. 

And to his Lord, he can turn and say: 
“Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel, 
and afterward receive me to glory. Whom 
have I in heaven but thee? And there 
is none upon earth that I desire beside 
thee. My flesh and my heart faileth: 
but God is the strength of my heart, and 
my portion for ever” (Psa. 73:24-26). 
When we have nothing left but God, then 
do we best know that God is enough. 
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Children 1 at Home 


Karen's Little Brother 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 
(Retold from “Story of a Scripture Text,” now 
out of print.) 
AREN loved her three-year-old 
brother, Billy, but she was a self- 
ish little girl, so she often grew tired 
of taking caré of him. 

One afternoon Karen’s friend Betty 
Ann, carrying her doll in her arms, came 
to play with her. Karen said to her: 
“Come with me to the orchard. I want 
to show you the playhouse my big 
brother made for me.” 

Right away, Billy said, “Me go, too.” 

Karen did not want to take him, so 
she said, “No, Billy, stay here and play 
with. blocks.” 

“Billy not want pay bocks,” said the 
little fellow. “Billy go wif sisser.” 

Then their mother spoke. “You can 
just as well take Billy with you, Karen.” 

“Billy will spoil all our fun, if he 
goes along,” said Karen. “He always 
wants to play everything we do, and 
he’s too little.” 

“Get him to fill his little wagon with 
sticks or leaves or something, and he 
won't bother you,” said Mrs, Larson. 

“Well, I want to take Betty Ann down 
to the creek afterward,” said Karen, “and 
you won’t let me take Billy there.” 

“I must ask you to take care of him 
till your sister comes home from he, 
music lesson,” said Mrs. Larson, “for 
I am going to see a sick woman, and 
can’t take Billy with me. I'll leave a 
note for Cheryl telling her to come to 
the orchard for Billy as soon as she gets 
home, and then you and Betty Ann can 
go on down to the creek.” 

“Well, come along then,” said Karen 
crossly, taking her little brother by the 
hand. 

“Your big brother John spent many 
of his play hours fixing the playhouse 
for you,” said her mother sternly: 
“surely you can be kind to your little 
brother till Cheryl comes home.” 

Karen did not answer. As she led him 
from the room, Billy said, “Me be dood 
boy.” He felt in his baby way that his 
sister did not waht him. 

When they reached the playhouse 
Betty Ann was delighted with it. It had 
two rooms, and each of them was big 
enough for two little girls to be inside 
at once. In one room was a little table 
neatly set with. doll dishes, and two 
little chairs were beside it. In the other 
room there were two doll beds with 
Karen’s dolls sleeping in them. 

While Karen was showing the bed- 
room to Betty Ann, Billy was gathering 
up the dishes from the little table. in 
the kitchen. When Karen saw that, she 
said, “Naughty boy, leave my things 
alone!” 

Billy looked ready to cry, and Betty 
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Ann asked, “Your dishes are- made of 
tin. Can he really hurt them?” 

“He can’t break them, I suppose,” an- 
Swered Karen, “but he’s always messing 
things up. I don’t see why I have to 
take care of him when I have company.” 

“I think he’s cute,” said Betty Ann. 
Then she said to Billy, “Let’s fill your 
wagon with sticks.” 

Pulling the wagon around the orchard 
kept Billy busy for awhile, but soon 
he was tired of playing alone and stood 
watching them, wanting to share their 
play. 

“I can’t see why Cheryl’s so slow com- 
ing after Billy,” said Karen. “She was 
supposed to be home in an hour. I’m 
sure we've been here longer than that.” 

So the three children stayed on in the 
orchard for awhile longer. Finally 
Karen said: “We can’t have any fun 
while Billy’s here. I’m sure Cheryl’s 
home now. I'll take him back to the 
house. You wait here, Betty Ann, be- 
cause if he sees us coming back, he'll 
want to come, too.” 

Billy trotted back toward the house 
with his sister. But Karen was in such 
a hurry to get back to play with Betty 
Ann, that she only took him into the 
garage. There she dropped his hand. 
“Billy go into the house to see Cheryl,” 
She said. Then she started back to the 
orchard. When Billy saw that she was 
leaving him, he started to follow her. 
“No,” said Karen, “you go into the 
house to see Cheryl.” Then she ran 
back to the playhouse as fast as she 
could so that Billy would not be able 
to follow her. She heard Billy crying, 
and for a minute felt unhappy. But 
then she thought: “Cheryl will hear 
him and go and get him. JHe’ll soon 
cheer up with her.” 

Karen and Betty Ann stayed at the 
playhouse for a few minutes more, to 
make sure that Billy was not coming 
back. He did not come, so the girls 
went on down to the creek. It was only 
two or three feet deep, but it was lots 
of fun to play there. They floated chips. 
They made a little dam and waterfall, 
and after that went wading. They did 
not go back to the house till they thought 
it must be nearly suppertime. 

They had almost reached the house 
when they met Cheryl. She said, “I was 
just coming out to get Billy. Where is 
he?” 

“Haven't you got him?” gasped Karen. 
“T brought him up to the garage a long 
time ago, and I told him to go into the 
house to see you.” 

“He never came in,” said Cheryl. 

Just then Mrs. Larson got off the bus. 
Cheryl exclaimed, “Billy’s lost!” Karen 
burst out crying. 

“How long has Billy been lost?” asked 
Mrs. Larson anxiously, 

Karen was crying so hard her mother 
could not understand what she said, so 
Cheryl tried to explain: “I missed the 
bus after my music lesson, and when I 
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got home I made a sandwich and then 
started to the orchard to get Billy. I 
met Karen coming to the house. She 
had left Billy in the garage earlier and 
thought he was with me.” 

When Mrs. Larson heard that Billy 
had been left in the garage, she ran 
there at once, calling him. The girls 
followed her, but there was no sign of 
Billy. Mrs. Larson said: “All of you pray 
that he may be found. Karen, go back to 
the orchard and hunt for him, Cheryl, you 
help me search the house. He may have 
gone in before you got home and fallen 
asleep somewhere.” They hunted and 
called, but they found no Billy. 

Jack came home from his paper route 
and dashed down to the creek to look 
for his little brother. He was afraid 
Billy might have wandered down there 
and fallen in. But although Jack looked 
all along the creek and behind every 
bush, calling his name, he saw no sign 
of the little fellow. 

Jack and Karen and Betty Ann all 
got back to the house just as their father 
came home. When he got out of the 
neighbor’s car in which he rode to and 
from his work he saw that Karen was 
sobbing bitterly. Jack shouted, “Billy’s 
lost!” 

Mrs. Larson and Cheryl came to the 
door. “We can’t find Billy anywhere,” 
cried Mrs. Larson. She looked pale and 
worried, and now Cheryl was crying, 
too. But Karen felt worst of all. She 
had left her little brother alone in the 
garage crying, so she knew she was most 
to blame that he was lost. Now she was 
afraid she would never see him again. 

“How long has Billy been lost?” asked 
Mr. Larson quickly. 

“For hours,” replied Mrs, Larson, She 
looked ready to faint. 

Mr. Larson said: “I- will call the 
police. They will hunt for him, too.” 
He started at once for the nearest house 
that had a telephone. As he hurried 
‘past the garage, he heard a faint cry. 
He rushed in, and there was Billy stand- 
ing inside the car screaming and crying. 
It only took Mr, Larson a moment to 
open the car door and take his little 
boy in his arms. 

Billy was soon sitting on his mother’s 
knee eating his supper, and then the 
family tried to figure out what had hap- 
pened. The car had been in the garage 
all day. One of the doors must not have 
been shut properly. Billy must have 
climbed in and shut the door on himself. 
When he found that he could not get 
out again, he had cried himself to sleep 
on the floor in the back of the car, where 
he had not been noticed when the garage 
was searched. The light was dim in 
there, and as Billy could not open the 
car doors, no one dreamed that he might 
be inside. When he had waked up 


again he was still unable to get out, so 
he had begun screaming and crying till 
his father got him out. Since he was in- 
side the car, his voice was muffled, so he 
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had not been heard, nor had he waked 


when the family called his name earlier, 

Soon Betty Ann’s folks came for her, 
and as she gave a parting hug to Karen, 
she said, “I’m. glad Billy’s found.” Karen 
hugged her, but couldn’t say a word, for 
she was still crying. When the rest of 
the family had their supper, Karen could 
not eat a bite, so her mother told her 
to go to bed. Karen knelt by her bed 
and prayed: “O Lord, thank You very 
much that Billy’s found. I’m sorry I’ve 
been such a naughty girl. Please for- 
give me.” Then she got into bed and 
cried herself to sleep. 

The next morning Billy seemed as 
well as ever, but Karen was sick. “ She 
had a dreadful headache and was hardly 
able to get out of bed. Her mother said 
to her: “You lost your brother yester- 
day because of your selfishness and dis- 
obedience. I am not going to punish 
you, because I believe you are sorry 
enough. I want you to stay in bed till 
you feel better. Then before you come 
downstairs, learn John 13:34 and pray 
to God that you may always do what it 
says. If you do, we will never again 
have a trouble like }ou caused us yes- 
terday.” 

Karen learned John 13:34. Then she 
thanked the Lord Jesus that He had 
loved. her enough to die for her sins. 
She prayed that she might love her lit- 
tle brother as the Lord Jesus had loved 
her. After that she was a much kinder 
sister. Whenever she felt that Billy was 
in the way, she remembered that very 
sad afternoon when she thought he was 
lost for good and then she would say 
John 13:34 to herself, asking the Lord 
to help her obey it. And He did. 
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2. I Believe in Jesus Christ Our Saviour 
.(1 Pet. 1:18-21; Acts 4:12) 

- Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

HIS second of three topics on “Be- 

liefs That Matter” has to do with the 
second person of the Trinity, the Lord 
Jesus Christ. The Christian, when he 
says “I believe in Jesus Christ,” means 
far more than mere belief that there 
was a historical person called Jesus of 
Nazareth, who walked this earth some 
1,950 years ago. It will be found profit- 
able once again to turn to the Apostles’ 
Creed for a concise statement concern- 
ing the Christian teaching, based on the 
Word of God, about this second person 
of the Trinity. It reads, “I believe ... 
in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; 
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost; 
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born of the Virgin Mary; suffered under 
Pontius Pilate; was crucified, dead, and 
buried; the third day He rose again from 
the dead; He ascended into Heaven; and 
sitteth on the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty; from thence He shall 
come to judge the quick and the dead.” 
4 

When a Christian says, “I believe in 
Jesus Christ,” he acknowledges at the 
very start who Christ is—that He is the 
unique Son of God, “His only Son,” 
the only begotten of the Father from 
all eternity (John 17:5; Col. 1:15-17; 
Heb. 1:5-10), the same in _ substance 
and equal in power and glory with the 
Father, and just as truly God as is the 
Father (Heb. 1:8). 

we 

When the Christian says, “I believe 
in Jesus Christ,” he is affirming his own 
relationship to Christ, for he continues 
with the words “our Lord.” He is not a 
Lord or someone else’s Lord, but “my 
Lord and my God.” 

We acknowledge here also His right 
to rule and to control in our hearts and 
lives, and we place ourselves in that 
position where we cannot consistently 
say “No” to anything our Lord asks of 
us. Simon Peter once found himself in 
a situation where he said, “Not so, Lord” 
(Acts 10). But such a reply is impos- 
sible to a true believer who acknowl- 
edges Christ’s Lordship and His right to 
command in every circumstance of life. 
If Christ is not Lord of all in your life, 
He is not Lord at all. 


bd 


The Apostles’ Creed continues with a 
series of statements concerning the Lord 
Jesus, all of which should be understood 
and implied by the sincere believer 
when he says, “I believe in Jesus Christ.” 
They have to do with His miraculous 
conception through the power of the 
Holy Spirit, His virgin birth, His suf- 
fering and crucifixion for the sins of the 
world, His death and burial that through 
His death we might have life everlast- 
ing, His resurrection and ascension to 
the Father that we might be justified 
and freed from all condemnation, His 
advocacy and intercession on our behalf 
at the Father’s right hand, and His com« 
ing again to judge both the living and 
the dead, 

ye 


Thus, the Christian who says, “I be- 
lieve in Jesus Christ,” is not only looking 
back to the One of whom all the 
prophets spoke and who was fore- 
shadowed in all the types and cere- 
monies prescribed by God through Moses 
in the Old Testament, and who came in 
due course of time to give His life as 
God’s perfect ransom for sin, but he is 
also confessing his faith, not in a dead 
Christ, but in a living Saviour who is 
his personal Advocate and representa- 
tive at the right hand. of God and who 
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by faith indwells the believer (Phil. 
1:21) and directs and empowers in this 
present life. And he is also expressing 
his assurance in the One who will some 
day come again to receive us to Himself 
that where He is we may be also, 
throughout all ‘eternity. 


4 

This statement of belief in the Lord 
Jesus Christ is centered on the Word 
of God, the only reliable source of in- 
formation about Him that we have. 
Have you made it yours? If you have, 
your life will show it in love for Him 
because He first loved you; in a desire 
to please Him and serve Him; in an 
effort to help others to know Him and 
accept Him as their Saviour and Lord. 


PHILADELPHIA, , 
ve 


With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 10 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 20 cents addi- 
tional for handling costs. 


His Banner Over Me. By Martha Snell 
Nicholson. (Moody Press, Chicago 10; may 
be had from the author, 1406 Lagoon 
Ave., Wilmington, Calif., $2.50.) The 
name of Martha Snell Nicholson, who 
writes this autobiography, has become 
almost a household word in countless 
homes across the nation. Her beautiful 
poems have warmed the heart, strength- 
ened the faith, and quickened the 
spiritual perception of thousands. Some- 
thing of her life story has become gradu- 
ally known, though few realize how her 
ability to minister to others was ham- 
mered out on the anvil of suffering and 
testing. 

Her life story, however, is by no means 
a sad tale. In one brief chapter she 
gives a glimpse of the bodily, pain that 
has been her lot, and then she drops it 
as an unpleasant subject of interest to no 
one but herself. She turns brightly back 
to her earliest memories, and from there 
on carries the reader with her through 
happy vistas of childhood, youth, young 
womanhood, and her meeting with her 
“ideal man.” With utmost frankness, a 
sensitive and vivid imagination, a loving 
heart, and keen sense of humor; she 
describes and lives over again the happy 
years in the home with her two sisters, 
her godly father, and wonderful mother. 
Very early, as a small child, she came 
to know and love the Lord Jesus, partly 
the result of a not-to-be-forgotten dream. 
She never lost that love, though her 
spiritual experiences wavered at times; 
and reticent by nature, she fought al- 
most alone her battle with the doubts 
of adolescence. Her studious mind and 





insatiable love for’ books led her into 
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the fascinating maze of philosophy and 
psychology, and her spiritual life suf- 
fered for a while. \ Then came the true 
romance and the happy years of mar- 
riage, when the ministry of her pen be- 


" came more and more widely known. 


Seven volumes of her lovely poems, 
bound in velour, are available (may be 
had from the author, 1406 Lagoon Ave., 
Wilmington, Calif., $1 each, plus post- 
age). They are,’“The Glory Forever,” 
“Wings and Sky,” “Threshold of Heaven,” 
“In Heaven’s Gardens,” “Ivory Palaces,” 
“Heart Held High,” and “Family of God,” 
her latest one. These have been warmly 
welcomed by the Christian world, as 
will be this her latest volume, in prose. 
The excellent photographs of the author 
in this autobiography will make the book 
doubly prized. The aim of this one, 
like all her other books, is to magnify 
the grace of God. 


The Great Opportunity of the Sunday 
School. By Vivian D. Gunderson. (Moody 
Press, Chicago 10; 35 cents.) The well- 
known writer of one of the Times lesson 
articles has brought together here sixteen 
of her articles that have appeared in the 
TIMEs (1938-1947). This pocket-sized book, 
in the Moody Colportage Library series, 
is packed with helpful suggestions on 
every phase of Sunday school work. Miss 
Gunderson tells how she has “filed her 
own materia] for teaching, how the at- 
tendance has been increased in her own 
Evergreen Sunday School, how to make 
opening exercises count. This little 
handbook is not theoretical, for Miss 
Gunderson takes scores of incidents and 
illustrations from her own experience, 
She outlines definite plans for leading 
the scholars to Christ; tells how she and 
her co-workers have taught the children 
to memorize Scripture, how they have 
Promotion Day, what they do and say 
when they visit in the homes, how they 
have succeeded in getting whole families 
to come to the school. She gives sam- 
ples of written examinations and several 
very clever dialogues or playlets, which 
require no special costumes or stage set- 
tings. Her book is unusual in that it 
combines a deeply spiritual emphasis 
with ingenious methods which have 
proved to be successful. Every Sunday 
school teacher and superintendent ought 
to have it. 


The Indescribable Christ. By Charles 
J. Rolls. (Zondervan Pub. House, Grand 
Rapids 2, Mich., $2.50.) The author’s mo- 
tivation is a worthy one: he has chosen 
to present the glories of our Saviour 
by means of the consideration of His 
names and titles; There is ample basis 
for reflection and meditation in the 
eighty-four aspects of Chrisi’s person 
and ministry that are presented in this 
volume, which is the first of a series 
Mr. Rolls is preparing. There is abun- 
dant evidence here of the author’s sin- 
cere desire to honor the Lord in this 
presentation of His nature and work. 
In all honesty, however, it must be 
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The Times advertising columns offer many helpful suggestions for your Christian 


giving. Why not make use of them as God directs? 





All you need to know about 


VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 


The most complete book 
on how to organize, 
publicize and operate 

a Vacation Bible School. 


Search the libraries, prowl 
through the book stores, rum- 
mage into every nook and 
corner—and we challenge you 
to find anywhere a more valu- 
able book on Vacation Bible 
School than this .~ . It’s 
crammed with all the informa- 
tion you need to know about 
Vacation Bible School .. . 
solid, down to earth how-to- 
do-it information on running 
a Vacation Bible School — 
from the opening publicity 
gun to the closing demonstra- 
tion program. 


Here are the contents 
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of this amazing book 

on VBS—beautifully illustrated 

Section I Section Il 

Importance of VBS in the Recommended calendar of Complete description of 
total church program events in preparation for VBS. ATi BIBLE VACATION 

Values of V i Handy check list for SCHOOL materials: 


ay 
How to finance your VBS 
Abridged directory of 
successful Bible schools 


Section Il 
Selecting your VBS staff 


Organizational chart of Teac! 


personne 
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Complete Introductory Packet 


Handy preview of the com- 
lete 1954 Scripture Press 
BS Course. 

Contains Teachers’ Manuals 

and Pupils’ Workbooks for 

each of five departments. In 
addition, Nursery and Be- 
ginner Handwork Packets and 

a copy of ‘“‘God’s Wonders.” 

(Cash value $3.50) 


selecting curriculum 
Planning publicity and 

promotion 
Dedication service for workers 
Visitation program 

sug i 


ions 
’s chart of pupil’s 


characteristics 







f= eee eee 


Nursery through Adult 
Worship service suggestions 
Salute to flag and Bible 
How to adapt materials to 
teaching situation 
Preparing handwork 


Section IV 
Comprehensive demonstration 
program with which 
climax your V| 
Following up VBS for 
Sunday School 
Tips on discipline 
nsenmerne = =e wwe |] — — 45 


SSS-34 

OYes, I want the free copy of the 1954 DVBS 
Guidebook for Teachers and Directors, ‘God's 
Wonders.”’ Please send immediately. 


OEnclosed please find $3.25 for which send me 
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A boy read a Comic, got his red 
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said that the style that Mr. Rolls has 
adopted is not only a source of disap- 
pointment, but that it serves to distract 
the reader, rather than to aid him in 
appreciating the beauties of the Lord. 
The author has attempted an oratorical 
type of literary style, in which he piles 
phrase upon phrase, often using forced 
schemes of alliteration and sometimes 
using expressions that mean almost 
nothing. He recognizes, of course, that 
Christ is indescribable, and says so, not 
only in the title, but on page 19, where 
we read; “How paltry is our best phrase- 
ology compared with one glimpse of the 
Ancient of Days.” Unfortunately, how- 
ever, he sets himself to do the impos- 
sible, and the result is a series of lengthy 
discourses that call attention to them- 
selves rather than to the Lord, because 
of their clumsy style. A host of quota- 
tions could be cited. Does it really add 
to our understanding of the Saviour to 
say of Him, “His energy knows nothing 
of exhaustion and His freshness never 
faces fatigue. .The brilliance of His 
brightness never blurs, the sunlike sheen 
of His sympathetic face never shadows 
and the sufficiency of His saving strength 
never stalls”? And what does this state- 
ment really convey to the reader: “The 
march of the seasons cannot mar His 
fairness nor foul weather destroy His 
freshness, for He has the dew of His 
youth. The centuries cannot change His 
comeliness nor cramp His competence, 
for His is immune from infirmity and 
inured to infinity”? 

There is much more of the same type 
of thing. Having paid tribute to the 
author’s aim, we can only say that he 
seems to have failed in achieving it. 


Pilgrims in Paraguay. By Prof. J. Win- 
field Fretz, Ph.D. (Herald Press, Scott- 
dale, Pa., $2.75.) This is another faithful 
record of present-day activities of the 
Mennonites, which has, perhaps more 
consistently than any other, demon- 
strated the faith, the ideals, the Christian 
conviction of the first century and made 
them effectively work in the twen- 
tieth century. 

The closing paragraph of this most 
interesting book of 225 pages is worthy 
of note. “Mennonites in Paraguay are 
pilgrims today as truly as were their 
spiritual forbears who landed on the 
barren New England coast three hundred 
years earlier. They are eager for eco- 
nomic improvement,- but above all that 
they are desirous of remaining Christian 
disciples, ethically sensitive to the voice 
of God whenever He speaks to them and 
wherever He leads them. They are con- 
scious that such discipleship demands 
often that they forsake the comforts of 
life for conscience’ sake, and become, 
in deed as well as in word, a suffering 
church.” 

Dr. Fretz has given a very complete 
report on the history of South American 
colonies of Mennonites, especially those 
in Paraguay, which were brought about 
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by Russian and other nationals who 
fled from Europe twenty-five: years ago 
to gain peace and freedom. The chap- 
ters entitled, “History and Heritage,” 
“Home and Family,” “Education and the 
School,” “Religion and the Church,” are 
most enlightening, especially to anyone 
who has read little about these people. 
Other phases of their successful com- 
munal colony life are discussed very 
fully in “Government and Social Wel- 
fare,” “Manners and Customs,” “Health 
and Medical Facilities,” “Agriculture and 
Farming,” and “Economics and Indus- 
try.” Any.skeptic who thinks Christian- 
ity does not work, should read this re- 
markable record of its triumphs in a 
very difficult field. We are in debt to 
Dr. Fretz for this testimony, which is 
also a tonic. It is also well illustrated 
with photographs, 
ve 


Awards for Temperance Sermons 


O DRAW attention to the Eightieth 

Anniversary of the Woman’s Chris- 
tian Temperance Union, the National 
W.C.T.U. is offering both Regional and 
National awards for the best manuscripts 
of sermons preached by resident pastors 
at their Sunday morning church serv- 
ices from January 1, 1954, and through 
Octobef, 1954. Three typewritten copies 
of the manuscript must reach the Re- 
gional Temperance Sermon Manuscript 
Supervisor within thirty days after the 
sermon has been preached. 

Full details concerning the geographi- 
cal extent of the five regions, the names 
of the Regional Supervisors, and other 
additional details may be obtained by 
writing to Sermon Manuscripts, National 
W.C.T.U., 1730 Chicago Avenue, Evan- 
ston, Ill. 





For Family Worship 


By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee, 


March 15 to 21 


Mon.—Matthew 23:1-12. 
Warned Against Self-Glory. 
PRAYER SuccesTions: “All their works 
they do for to be seen of men.” Under 
the garments of religion men find, it easy 
to promote selfish ambition. Our Lord 
observed the ways of men who sought 
prominence and glory. He noted how 
they chose out the chief seats at feasts 
and delighted in being greeted in public 
places. He warns us who are His fol- 
lowers not to seek our own glory. Is 
self-glory or God’s glory your chief aim? 
Pray for the Shantymen’s Christian As- 
sociation of North America, Toronto, Can. 


Tues.—John 13:1-15. An Example of Love. 


PRAYER SuGGEsSTIONS: “I have given you 
an example, that ye should do as I have 
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done to you.” By love we are to render 
needful service to God’s people, as their 
servants for Jesus’ sake. The mark of 
spiritual greatness is humility. He that 
is servant of all is greatest of all. Do 
all the good you can to all the needy 
people you can, without show or ostenta- 
tion, and you will be great in the sight 
of the Lord, and also be much in the 
affections, prayers, and thanksgivings of 
those you have served for Christ. Pray 
for Utah Gospel Mission (to Mormons), 
Cleveland. 


Wed.—John 13:18-30. 
Loving the Unloving. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “. . . one of you 
shall betray me.” In the person of Judas 
Iscariot, the Lord Jesus put up with the 
worst of sinners during all His years 
of public ministry. Judas remained 
impenitent in spite of Christ’s teaching, 
preaching, and praying. Against the 
black background of this archsinner the 
beauty of Jesus shines gloriously.  Fol- 
lowing His-example of love and patience 
cannot you, by His grace, bear with un- 
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reasonable and wicked people? Pray 
for the Word of Life Hour, New York 
City: 


Thurs.—John 13:31-35, 
The New Commandment. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “, . . love one 
another.” Many Christians seem to act 
as if they never knew of Christ’s new 
commandment. Criticism, ~ ostracism, 
and pharisaism, and other forms of un- 
friendliness toward Christian brothers 
and sisters are out of keeping with the 
spirit of Christianity. Unless we love 
saints as we should, we never shall do 
them very much good. When love is 
absent there will be divisions and dis- 
cord continually. Pray for Victorious 
Life. Testimony, Inc., Philadelphia, 


Fri.—John 14:15-24. Love and Obedience. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “If ye love me, 
keep my commandments.” Real Chris- 
tian love shows itself in obeying the will 
of God. Love is the most active grace. 
The “eth” verbs*in 1 Corinthians 13, give 
us a mighty example of the practical- 
ness of Christian love. Test your love 
by your behavior toward God and man. 
If you are carrying out God’s will, you 
are carrying on in the way love leads. 
The proof of your love to God is not 
found in nods and words, but in deeds 
that please Him. Pray for the Sunday 
School Times Gift Subscription Fund, 
through which the Times is sent to those 
at home and abroad who find it difficult 
to pay for this valuable paper. 


Sat.—John 14:25-31. A Legacy of Peace. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Peace I leave 
with you, my peace I give unto you.” 
The peace of God which passeth all 
understanding (and misunderstanding) 
goes unappropriated by multitudes of 
God’s people. “Down, down they go in 


Worry Lane, into deep gloom where hope . 


doth wane: instead of taking the path of 
peace, relieving care, insuring ease.” All 
the paths of the Lord are righteousness 
and peace. God’s way is the best way. 
And for you, the call is, “This is the 
way, walk ye in it” (Isa. 30:21). Pray 
for Southern Arizona Mission, Inc., Tuc- 
son, Ariz, 


Sun.—1 Peter 5:5-11. 
The Grace of Humility. 


PraYER SuccesTions: “God resisteth the 
proud, and giveth grace to the humble.” 
Many are humbled by the Lord: but few 
are humble before the Lord. Pride is 
shortsighted. If it could but see the 
Lord in His garments of humility, it 
would fall at His feet undone. How 
meek and lowly of heart was our Lord 
from Heaven! Though Lord of all, He 
took the form of a servant. “He emptied 
Himself (but only of good) that He 
might deal with us empty people” (J. 
Hudson Taylor). The richest of all 
Christian graces is “lowliness of mind.” 
For elevation, Christlikeness is your best 
qualification. Pray for Nurses Christian 
Fellowship, Chicago. 
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Wilbur M. Smith Tour 
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World Tour 
$0 dope Paced, France, Italy, Greece, t, 
Syria, Lebanon, Palestine, India, Siam, Hong 
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as well as “hearing” the Word — to give you the best possible experience 
in personal soul-winning and practical Christian work. Students use the 
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